





DIOCESE OF OXFORD REPORTER IN 


www.oxford.anglican.org 


WE BRING GOOD NEWS 


FEBRUARY 2002 


BERKSHIRE, BUCKINGHAMSHIRE AND OXFORDSHIRE 


the Door 


NATIONAL MARRIAGE 
WEEK 10 -17 February 
with Jon and Japonika, 

(shown below) 


Doris Swinbank 
considers the 
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in the 21st 
Century 
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INVTTATION TO THE 
U NCONVENTION M_ 




This edition of The DOOR includes a centre supplement 
about the Oxford Diocese’s Unconventional , 
Convention’ in High Wycombe from 11-13 July 2002. 

Wycombe Abbey School and Buckinghamshire ghclrinp life 
Chilterns University College will be the main venues for 
an outstanding programme of speakers and events. 


A EUCHARIST for 3500 people gath- 
ered in a giant marquee will be the climax 
of the Diocese of Oxford’s three-day 
‘Unconventional’ Convention in July. 
The Eucharist is part of the Saturday 
Programme on 13 July which also 
includes an address by the Archbishop 
of Canterbury on leadership in the 
Church and seminars by a galaxy of 
international speakers. There will also 
be workshops and ‘hands-on’ activities 
for all the family. 

On Thursday and Friday, 11 and 12 
July there will be keynote addresses by 
Karl Moore on ‘Managing change in 
the Church’ and by* Frances Young, a 
Methodist minister, who has written 
about the theology of suffering. Four 
‘Tracks’ of seminars and workshops 
will cover a huge range of subjects 
from African worship to the mission 
and work of the rural church. Another 
highlight of the Convention will be 
worship with John Bell from the Iona 
Community and the award presenta- 
tion for the ‘God is not Dead’ youth 
project. 

The Bishop of Oxford says 

‘The Diocesan Convention is a key event 
in our life together. It provides a won- 


derful opportunity to learn more about 
the Christian faith, to deepen our life in 
Christ, to share with one another in 
worship and to learn fresh insights on 
how we can share the love of God in 
Jesus Christ with others. 

‘The Convention is for anyone with a 
ministry in your parish, not just those in 
obvious leadership roles, though we 
hope they will certainly be present. I 
believe that most parishioners could 
both benefit from and contribute to the 
convention. 

‘We are asking each parish to appoint a 
‘Champion’. If this is you, thank you for 
undertaking this work. If there is any- 
thing we can do to support you in your 
role of letting people know about the 
Convention and inviting people to sign 
up fos it, do let us know. Do please pray 
for all those involved. 

‘There is a superb speakers list already, 
one in which I believe Christians of all 
traditions and ages will find people from 
whom they want to learn and by whom 
they will be encouraged.’ 

It is going to be a great time and I know 
that God will bless us richly.’ 

More about ‘God is not Dead’ on page 18 



COUNT YOUR BLESSINGS The Bishop of Oxford met members of his flock 
at an animal blessing service at Trindledown Farm, an animal retirement home near Wantage 
where pets enjoy home comforts. The service, organised by the National Animal Welfare Trust, 
was attended by cats, dogs, a sheep and a large lizard. Photograph: Frank Blackwell 
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Stability in an unstable world 


in brief 


Education Sunday 


ALTHOUGH 2002 is well 
underway there is, neverthe- 
less, still a sense of anticipa- 
tion: what does this year hold 
for the world, for our nation 
and for our own personal 
lives? Facing the future 
always creates uncertainty 
and this in turn can lead to 
fear, excitement and 
expectancy depending a great 
deal on our personality. 

This tension often proves a 
difficulty for the church. 
Often we want the church to 
become the place of stability 
and certainty in an unstable 
and uncertain world. But this 
very longing can leave the 
church beached like a great 
whale, disconnected from the 
world we are called to serve. 

The call of the Father 

At the heart of sharing life, is 
the understanding that we are 
called to a life of pilgrimage. 
This is not a new idea for the 
beginning of a new millenni- 
um, but finds its origins in the 
very heart of God. The whole 
of scripture is the story of the 
journey of the people of God 
and this is particularly appar- 


AFTER retiring from a distin- 
guished career serving the Hong 
Kong government John Yaxley 
was persuaded five years ago to 
take on the chairmanship of the 
Oxford Diocesan Board of 
Finance. 'We assumed that if he 
could help Hong Kong to be so 
prosperous he could help us' 
said the Bishop of Oxford at a 
presentation to John Yaxley at 
the Diocesan Synod at High 
Wycombe in November. 'And 
help us he did patiently and 
wisely to face up to unprece- 
dented challenges taking on the 
full reponsibility of clergy 
stipends, clergy pensions and 
other things along way 7 the 
Bishop said. 

John Yaxley spoke of his 'five 


ent in the Old Testament. 
God calls Abraham to set out 
not knowing the final destina- 
tion; Moses makes the long 
journey through the wilder- 
ness following the pillar of 
cloud and fire. Even though 
the people of Israel find the 
promised land, thee is still the 
sense of a journey through 
their history, and the period 
of the exile and resettlement is 


CHRIS NEAL 
WRITES 


the story of pilgrimage and 
trying to discover God’s pur- 
pose within it. 

The model of the Son 

This motif of pilgrimage is of 
course strongly present in the 
life of Jesus. There are jour- 
neys at the beginning of his 
life, and in his childhood as 
recorded for us in Matthew 
and Luke, but, more crucial- 
ly, all four gospels see his 
ministry in terms of move- 
ment and the direction he 


difficult but exhilirating years' as 
chairman. He also thanked the 
Diocese for welcoming him so 
warmly in sharp contrast to his 
Roman Catholic ancestor, 
Richard Yaxley who returned 
from France only to be arrested, 
and executed in Oxford in 1589 
aged 29. 'I have not been able 
to lead the Diocese onto a care- 
free sunny upland but I shall be 
leaving with my head firmly 
attached to my body!' he said. 

Bishop Richard also paid tribute 
to ODBF's retiring deputy chair- 
man Chris Birley and to his 'cru- 
cial role' in the Diocese's financial 
consultations. 

At ODBF's annual general 
meeting, Brian Newey was elect- 
ed the new ODBF chairman. A 


was called to take. When 
people called him to stay, he 
knew he had to move on, and 
those who were called into 
discipleship found they had 
become pilgrims. 

Undergirding all this was, of 
course, the key journey that 
Jesus was called to make, the 
very reason for his coming, 
the journey to the cross, and 
through the cross to the 
power and reality of the res- 
urrection. 

The life of the Spirit 

If the earlier followers of 
Jesus assumed that life 
would return to normal after 
the resurrection they were to 
be sorely disappointed. The 
final commission of Jesus 
was that they were to go, 
and life in the Spirit given at 
Pentecost, left them no 
choice. They discovered 
themselves being blown by 
the wind of the Spirit across 
every frontier, political, 
racial, religious, social; the 
pilgrim heart of the Father 
demonstrated in the life of 
the Son, was now being 
worked out in their individ- 


licensed lay minister in the 
Dorchester Team, he is a former 
general manager of British 
Railways Western Region. 


ual lives and the life which 
they shared together. 

The heart of sharing life 

It is in the willingness to 
become a pilgrim people that 
we actually* discover the life 
that we have to share. In the 
seeming instability we discov- 
er the stability of God him- 
self; in the vulnerability, his 
reality, and as we dare to die 
to our own longings and cer- 
tainties, we find the new res- 
urrection life. 

If, during the course of this 
year in our small groups, con- 
gregations, councils and syn- 
ods, we sought to be a pil- 
grim people, it might well be 
that we would discover a life 
to share that was more 
vibrant and engaging than we 
ever imagined possible. 

Chris Neal 

If you want to know more about 
Sharing Life please contact: Canon 
Chris Neal, Oxford Diocesan 
Director of Evangelisation Sharing 
Life Office, Thame Barns Centre, 
Church Road, Thame, Oxon 0X9 
3AJ. Telephone: 01844 216097, 
Fax: 01844-260827. 


Michael Hardman, until recently 
Governor and Treasurer of 
London Bible College, is his 
deputy chairman. 


EDUCATION Sunday has been 
celebrated for over a 100 years 
in England and Wales. This 
year it falls on 27 January (the 
ninth Sunday before Easter). It 
is a national day of prayer for 
everyone involved in education. 


MISSION agencies USPG and 
CMS have brought out two 
Lent courses for 2002. 
‘Women of Strength’ is 
USPG’s Lent focus. It 
includes challenging narra- 
tives about church social 


‘A LIVING wage: life in all its 
fullness?’ is the theme of 
Unemployment Sunday on 10 
February. * The organsiers, 
Church Action on Poverty 
have produced a Lent Action 
pack to help people repond to 
their challenge to live on a min- 


THE Bishop of Oxford has 
appointed the Reverend Dr 
Rupert Bursell to take up the 
office of Chancellor of the 
Diocese, in place of the late 
Chancellor Peter Boydell. He 
was welcomed into the Diocese 
at Evensong in Christ Church 


CANON David Maclnnes 
retired from St Aldate’s 
Church, Oxford on 20 
January, after 15 years as 
Rector. A celebration for his 
‘long and extraordinarily fruitful’ 
ministry was attended by 400 
guests. Among them were the 
Bishop of Oxford and Nicky 
Gumble of Alpha Course fame 
who says he became a Christian 


There are 279 Church schools 
in the Oxford Diocese. Many 
of them have oustanding 
records like Ranelagh, a sec- 
ondary school in Bracknell, 
which was among ten top scor- 
ing schools for GCSE results. 


programmes in the poorest 
parts of Delhi. Available free 
from mauriceu@uspg.org.uk or 
020 7803 3408. The CMS 
study pack picks up on the 
theme of discipleship. The 
four part series is available from 
sales@cms-uk.org 


imum wage during Lent. It is 
hoped that the publicity will 
raise awareness of the impact 
of low income. For the Lent 
Action or Unemployment 
Sunday packs ring CAP on 
0161 236 9321 e-mail: 
oliverf@church-poverty.org.uk 


Cathedral on 12 January. 
Rupert Bursell is a distin- 
guished ecclesiastical lawyer, 
having been chancellor of the 
Diocese of Bath and Wells in 
the late 1980s, and of St Albans 
and Durham. Dr Bursell also 
sits as a judge in Bristol. 


because of David Maclnnes. 
There were also messages from 
the Archbishop of Canterbury 
and Sir Cliff Richard. During 
their time in Oxford David and 
Clare Maclnnes have co-ordi- 
nated a £2m renovation project 
Charlie Cleverly, who has been 
working with the French Eglise 
Reformee in Paris, has been 
appointed as the new Rector 


Sight impaired people can now get a free 
audio version of The DOOR by contacting 
Graham Winterbourne on 01884 840285. 


ODBF chairman hands over after five ‘difficult but exhilarating’ years 



Pictured left to right John Yaxley, outgoing ODBF chairman, his 
successor, Brian Newey and Chris Birley, retiring deputy-chairman 


Mission and strength for Lent 


Unemployment Sunday 


1 

New Chancellor of the Diocese 


Fruitful ministry celebrated 


Peace in rural France 
Our Loire Valley tranquil 
riverside house in a charming 
village near Saumur is simply 
furnished, but comfortable. 

You can fish from the garden 
and good food, swimming, 
bike rides, tennis etc are close 
at hand. It is available from May to October inclusive and 
sleeps six plus. £1 50 to £250 per week but reductions are 
possible especially for those in ministry . Telephone 
01 993 81 3569 evenings or 07976 438336 day. 
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[ Quality tours and excursions by coach J 



FEBRUARY Adult Senior 


Sat 2 West Quay Shopping Centre 

Sun 3 Cadbury World Special 

Wed 6 Covent Garden Market 

Sat 9 Market Day Explorer, Guided 

Sat 9 Calais Shopping by Ferry 

Sat 9 Holiday on Ice, Colours of Dance 

Sun 10 The Eye at Night 

Mon 11 A Day in London 

Tue 12 The London Eye 

Wed 13 Chatham World Naval Base 


£14.00 £13.00 
£16.00 £15.00 
£ 11.00 £ 11.00 
£ 21.00 £ 21.00 
£28.00 £27.00 
£27.00 £27.00 
£18.00 £16.00 
£ 11.00 £ 11.00 
£19.00 £17.00 
£20.00 £18.00 


Thur 14 Odds Farm Park (lamb feeding) £15.00 £14.00 
Fri 15 Madame Tussauds & Planetarium £22.00 £20.00 


Sat 16 National Space Centre £23.00 £22.00 

Wed 20 Somerset House & 


Child 

£13.00 

£14.00 

£6.50 

£ 20.00 

£24.00 

£ 20.00 

£ 12.00 

£ 6.00 

£14.00 

£17.00 

£ 10.00 

£15.00 

£19.00 


the Arts, guided £29.00 £28.00 £28.00 

Tues 26 Riverside Towns, Upton 

& Tewksbury £18.00 £17.00 £17.00 

Wed 27 Hampshire Hills, guided £21.00 £20.00 £20.00 

NEW 2002 BROCHURE AVAILABLE NOW 

Email: goldline@reading-buses.co.uk www.reading-buses.co.uk 
Goldline Travel, Reading Transport Travel Shop, 9 Duke Street, 
Reading RG1 4SA Tel (0118) 959 6000 Fax (0118) 957 5379 


MED REJUVENATION 
AAAI * BATHS 

On-Site Rejuvenation 
Cheaper than replacement 
Call Now 

07069 902 371/08450 900 144 
Fax: 07069 902 371 

Email: chiera@hitoori.com 

Quote Ref: OD2 



Holyrood Gardens 

Bromag Industrial Estate 

BURFORD ROAD, MINSTER LOVELL, 
Witney, Oxon 

Telephone: 01993 709430 


A Small local enterprise 
undertaking contract gardening 
and nursery plants. Whilst 
providing training and work 
opportunities to adults who have 
a learning disability. 


Oxfordshire Learning Disability 


NHS 


EMMAUS BIBLE SCHOOL U.K. 


92 Different Correspondence Courses for all the family 
Send for your FREE sample course 

Children 

Begin with the Blue Normally Price 

£2.15 

Teenagers 

Searching in the Bible Normal Price 
£2.95 

Adults 

What the Bible Teaches Normal Price 
£2.05 

Send for catalogue and further details 


Carlett Boulevard, Eastham, Wirral CH62 8BZ 
Tel: 0151 327 1172 Fax: 0151 327 15592 
web: http://www.kingsnet.org.uk/emmaus 
Email: emmaus@kingsnet.org.uk 
Reg Charity No. 267322 


Helen Curtis 

NUTRITION CONSULTANT 

Massage 

Massage was used as part of medicine by ancient Chinese, Hindus, 
Japanese and Egyptians and a massage department was set up 
in St George's Hospital, London in 1899. 

Nowadays, massage is increasingly popular and it's benefits not 
just in relieving tension and stress but in helping a range of 
physical problems are well recognised. 

Benefits 

Blood flow, Breathing and digestion, hormone production, kidney 
and bladder performance, relieves physical tension and stress. 
Relaxes muscles. Increases mobility of ligaments and tendons. 
Strengthens bones. Improved skin tone. Eliminates toxins. 

Please telephone Helen Curtis 

01276 502906 07790 636340 


FREE 

FREE 

FREE 


The complete works of the Parish Notes are 
photocopied and available from 
Bishop Street Press 

Yours Reverently . . . from the pulpit, 
the pub and the Parish Notes 1948-1953 
The Parson Knows 1953-1968 
The Vicar Calls 1968-1982 

all available singly at £1 1; or £25 the 
set inc. p+p from Bishop Street Press, 

8 Bishop Street, Shrewsbury SY2 5HA 

Please make cheques payaBle to Bishop Street Press 

Telephone 01743 343718 

mcbwillmott@lineone.net 



DAVID WASLEY m.a. • atc • Dip ad • fmgp 
Designer/Artist in Stained Glass 


CONSERVATOR & RESTORATION SPECIALIST 

Telephone/Facsimile 

01494 773712 


Oxfordshire 

Animal 

Sanctuary Society 

have a large number of family 
pets for adoption by responsible 
animal lovers only. 

Home required - responsible 
animal lovers only need apply. 
Cross Bred, all types and ages, incl. 
Alsatian, pel greyhound, cals and 
kittens, rabbits. 
Sponsorship of animals. 

Also adoption of animals 
Donations required urgently 
Appointments tel: 

01865 559537 


HARMONIUM 

ORGAN 

Full size, five octaves, eleven 
‘stops’. Made by the Smith- 
American Organ Company' of 
Boston Massachusetts. Requires 
some attention to webbing straps 
connecting pedals to bellows. 
ONLY £50 (Buyer collects) 
Call 01869 340754 
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News 


Churches must build on relationships with Muslim communities 


SEPTEMBER 11 and its 

aftermath overshadowed the 
Oxford Diocesan Synod in 
High Wycombe on 23 
November. 

‘Come wounded healer’ was 
the theme of the opening wor- 
ship and it was to the wound- 
ed healer that Synod turned 
for inspiration in a session 
which included a debate on 
the international situation. 

‘Churches _ are uniquely 
placed to forge relationships 
with Muslim communities and 
we need to build on this. In 
that way we can help to over- 
come alienation which is a 
breeding ground for terrorism,’ 
said the Bishop of Oxford. 

Synod learned about some of 
the specific ways some church- 
es have reached out to their 
Muslims neighbours. 

Christian and Muslim leaders 


in Cowley have made joint vis- 
its to local schools. In Slough 
Deanery 80 people from dif- 
ferent faith communities met 
and ate together. Milton 
Keynes’ interfaith group 
arranged a visit to a mosque 
while St Luke’s, Reading ran a 
course on Islam. 

A moving address from Irfana 
Riffat, Deddington Deanery’s 
youth worker from Pakistan, 
reminded Synod of the plight 
of Christians in her home 
country where they are denied 
both work and political rights. 

The Revd Richard Thomas 
(Abingdon) said there was 
quiet concern about how we 
relate to other faiths and 
retain our own distinctiveness. 
‘All we do should be under- 
girded with the theology of 
the cross. Christ was crucified 
outside the city for everyone 


not between 
two candles 
on an altar. 

The Bishop 
of Oxford 
agreed. ‘Rel- 
ationships 
with other faith communities 
should not be seen as liberal 
theology but should be based 
on fundamental Christian con- 
victions’, he said. 

In his last act as chairman of 
the Diocesan Board of 
Finance, John Yaxley (see also 
page 2) announced that the 
budget would not be brought 
in to balance until 2004. 
Unforeseen costs including the 
increased contribution rate 
required for clergy pensions, 
additional allocations in rela- 
tion to the Archbishops’ 
Council costs and the possible 
abolition of guaranteed annu- 


ities meant 
that by 2005 
the Diocese 
would have 
to find an 
extra £1 mil- 
lion a year. 
The average Share would be 
need to be increased by 8 per- 
cent for the next two to three 
years. In. 2002 the Diocese will 
spend £16.4 million on its 
activities, about £12 million of 
that coming from the Share. 
That represents 73 % of 
Diocesan income but will 
probably need to rise to 81% 
by 2005, he said. 

The budget was approved but 
some members expressed con- 
cern about the fairness of the 
new method of Share assess- 
ment because in its transitional 
period some deaneries have 
experienced rises of more than 


8 per cent. However, Juliet 
Ralph (Buckingham) said 
‘People don’t mind giving if 
they can see where it is going. 
We have got the most wonder- 
ful message and if we tell peo- 
ple and they become Christians 
and tithe, there won’t be any 
financial problems.’ John 
Yaxley said that the new Share 
scheme needed time to ‘bed 
down’ before it was reviewed. 

In a presentation on racial jus- 
tice Robin Richardson, former 
Director of the Runnymeed 
Trust and a member of the 
Diocesan Committee for 
Racial Justice (DCRJ) was the 
keynote speaker. He said that 
after the Stephen Lawrence 
enquiry. Sir William 
McPherson had discovered 
that there was something 
deeply wrong in the culture of 
the police service and all public 


services. Bishop John Sentanu 
had applied what they had 
learned to the Church and had 
said: ‘The Church of England 
is monochrome. It lacks colour 
and spice and as a result black 
and Asian members are second 
class Anglicans.’ 

Beverley Ruddock, DCRJ 
chairman said her Committee 
worked to promote racial har- 
mony and justice and to raise 
awareness through education 
and training and work with 
young people and parishes. The 
Bishop of Oxford thanked her for 
her ‘indefatigable work’ and said 
he wanted to keep the issue of 
racial justice before the Diocese. 

Other subjects covered included the new 
Milton Keynes Churches Council, the 
Diocesan Convention and the new 
Diocesan calendar. 

There is a fuller Synod report on our 
website www.oxford.anglican.org 


Christine Zwart reports 

on the Oxford 
Diocesan Synod 





Slough is just passionate about Bach 


A MUSIC workshop for gifted 
young musicians aged 18 to 25 
is being held at St Mary’s 
Church, Slough in Lent. ‘Holy 
Week with Johann Sebastian 
Bach’ is a residential ' pro- 
gramme with vocal and instru- 
mental master-classes. 

Accommodation will be offered 
free in the parish. It is hoped 
that sponsorship will provide 
bursaries for those who cannot 
afford the £70 tuition fee. The 
event, which will be directed by 
Peter Lea Cox from the Royal 
Academy of Music, was the 


idea of the Rectoi; Dr David 
Miell, and his Curate, Dr 
Andreas Loewe (pictured right 
to left). Both will sing in a Good 
Friday perfomance of the St 
John Passion which will also 
involve local musicians. ‘This 
workshop will bring Bach’s 
Passion to an audience, who 
may not otherwise have the 
chance to hear such music in a 
liturgical setting’, said Father 
Andreas’. 

There are details of the workshop on St 
Mary's web-site with online registration: 
www. stmarys-s I ough.org. uk/5/jsb- 
event.htm. 


More support from Pact for 
vulnerable families in Oxfordshire 

ISOLATED single parent families in Oxfordshire can expect more 
support in the future as a result of PACT’S decision to extend 
their successful support services for vulnerable families and 
adults in Berkshire and Buckinghamshire to Oxfordshire. 

Based in Diocesan Church House, Oxford, Paul Booker, the 
^ new development officer for PACT (Parents and Children 

0 Together) says ways are being explored in which PACT’S expertise 

1 can be employed in Oxfordshire. With experience in providing 
=r- ‘drop ins’ for single parent families, supported accommodation for 
S’ very young homeless mothers and help to families living in tem- 
£ porary accommodation, PACT is used to working with estab- 
| fished professional and voluntary organisations. ‘We have a great 
I deal to offer the community and the right infrastructure to pro- 
ject manage opportunities into fruition,’ said Paul who hopes 
that churches and diocesan groups will make contact with him if 
they can see where PACT might help. PACT can be contacted through the 
BSR office in Church House on 01865 208200 email paul@booker40.fsnet.co.uk 


Christian Concern for One World 

CCOW (Christian Concern for One World) has appointed a new 
co-ordinator, Maranda St John Nicolle. Maranda has worked 
with churches and Christian institutions of several denominations. 
She looks forward to helping CCOW to support people and parish- 
es exploring the world-wide dimension of life in the body of Christ. 
Maranda will be commissioned by the Bishop of Dorchester 
at St Lawrence Church, North Hinksey (next to Diocesan 
Church House) at 12.30pm on Friday 15 February with refresh- 
ments afterwards at Church House. All are welcome. 

CCOW is an ecumenical agency for development education working in Berks, Bucks & Oxon. 


St George’s 
holy slimmers 

NEWBURY Christians will 
no longer have to choose 
between church and the 
gymn on Sunday mornings 
thanks to a daring partner- 
ship between St George’s 
Church, Wash Common and 
Slendertone, the makers of 
fitness equipment . 

When Father John Wall, 
Vicar of St George’s discov- 
ered that some members of 
his congregation would 
rather frequent the cycling 
machines than the pews to 
trim off their excess pounds, 
he approached Slendertone. 
As a result the company are 
donating a selection of fit- 
ness equipment for members 
of the congregation to use- 
following Sunday services. 

Brian Gool, Slendertone’s 
marketing director said: ‘We 
are happy to help St 
George’s and Father John 
and we are confident he will 
have the fittest looking con- 
gregation in the very near 
future.’ 


Mac Ramm: City's 
much loved priest 

CANON Norwyn Macdonald 
Ramm died on 8 January aged 
77. A packed thanksgiving ser- 
vice at Christ Church Cathedral 
on 22 January was a tribute to a 
man who has been called 
‘Oxford’s best loved priest’. 

‘Mac’ was the Vicar of the City 
Church of St Michael at the 
Northgate , Oxford for 27 years 
where his warm personality 
enveloped not only his congrega- 
tion but the community beyond. 
He was a founder of the Oxford 
branch of the Samaritans and 
created the role of city centre 
chaplain and his tall figure was a 
familiar sight in the shops and 
businesses. Ill health forced him 
to retire to Harwell in 1988 but 
he continued to act as a ‘chap- 
lain on duty’ at the Cathedral. 

Paying tribute to him the 
Bishop of Oxford said: ‘Mac 
Ramm was one of Oxford’s 
leading clergymen who did a 
great deal to strengthen the city 
centre ministry.’ Mac leaves a 
widow Ruth, three children and 
three grandchildren. 

There will be a full tribute in March. 
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Changing students 
for life worldwide 

Job Vacancy 

ACCOUNTS 

ASSISTANT 

The International Fellowship of Evangelical Students 
(IFES) is currently working in more than 140 countries. 
Established in 1947, our primary calling is to pioneer and nurture 
nationally-led student witness in every country of the world 
Following its recent move to Oxford, a vacancy exists for a full 
time Accounts Assistant. The person appointed will be 
responsible for a variety of activities within the department 
including income processing and accounts payable. The 
candidate will have bookkeeping experience, familiarity with 
accounting software and Microsoft Office. 

If you are interested, please contact: 

Adrian White on 01865 292570 or 
Adrian@ifesworld.org 
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People & places 


Sparkling Synod 


NOVEMBER’S General 
Synod sparkled with outward 
looking and topical issues, 
including the international 
situation and Church 
Schools. There was also a sig- 
nificant amount of time set 
aside for forthcoming finan- 
cial issues for the Church. 

After an upbeat and opti- 
mistic presidential address 
from the Archbishop of 
Canterbury, Monday after- 
noon’s debate explored views 
on marriage preliminaries, 
including the banns and resi- 
dence requirements, before 
the report goes to the dioceses 
for comment. Once legislated, 
it is hoped that clergy will not 
have to risk 14 years in jail for 
making errors in registration 
documents! Synod galloped 
through Tuesday’s legal agen- 
da so fast that Southwark’s 
diocesan motion on the 
Appointment of Bishops was 
taken. This is a far-reaching 
proposition which comes 
close to seeking disestablish- 
ment, and only an interven- 
tion by the Archbishop of 
Canterbury, whose birthday 
was that day, resulted in 
adjournment until next July. 

Tuesday afternoon provid- 
ed ample time for the inter- 
national debate which fea- 
tured many very helpful con- 
tributions, and ‘Questions’ 
rounded off the day. 

Wednesday was finance day, 
featuring a debate on the 
Church House budget freeze 
and a review of the stipends 
and pensions reports before 
they go to the dioceses for an 
intensive round of consulta- 


tion: due back by 30 June 
2002! There was also an 
address strongly in support of 
Church Schools from Estelle 
Morris, Secretary of State for 
Education and Skills, and a 
debate on the diaconate (the 
ministry of deacons). By a nar- 
row majority this motion was 
amended to regret the non- 
inclusion of Readers, Pastoral 
Assistants and Church Army 
Officers in the report. 

The final day featured the 
debate on Church Schools 
and a ‘take note’ motion on 
Resourcing Bishops, the 
Mellows Report recommend- 
ing devolution of bishops’ 
administration to diocese. 
There was also opportunity 
to sweep up left-over business 
which included extension of 
weekday lectionaries until 31 
December 2007. 

There is now a seven month 
period before next July’s 
General Synod, but such a 
long gap will be a thing of the 
past as from 2003 due to a 
brief but successful private 
member’s motion to move the 
November group of sessions 
to February in future. 
However when Synod was 
pro-rogued at 4.30 on 
Thursday members were in 
no doubt of the significant 
workload to be achieved by 
Dioceses, Deaneries and 
Parishes before we meet next. 

Gavin Oldham 

Gavin Oldham is a Chief 
Executive of Share pic, a 
Church Commissioner and 
member of the General Synod. 
He lives in Aylesbury. 


Jesus is alive in Langley 



FOUR years ago Christ the 
Worker Church Centre in 
Langley had a congregation 
of 20, now the morning ser- 
vice seats up to 1 60, which is 
quite a feat for a church that 
was built to hold 105 people. 

The Revd Christopher 


Hanson puts the growth down 
to the ladies of the church pray- 
ing daily and ‘preaching the 
clear Gospel of Jesus Christ.’ 
The picture shows a confirmation 
service that took place in December 
with Bishop Mike Hill. There were 
24 candidates, nine young people 
and fifteen adults. 


SNIPPETS 


Young winner for 
hymn competition 



ANNA APPLEBY, aged eight 
(pictured above with 
Durham Cathedral in the 
background) has won first 
prize of £200 in the Alan 
Christmas Hymn Writing 
Competition. 

Alan Christmas was the 
first Industrial Chaplain in 
the Diocese of Oxford. Each 
hymn submitted had to 
reflect the relationship 
between some aspects of 
modern daily work and the 
life of faith. The prize for 
those over 21 was won by 
Claire Stainsby from 
Middlesbrough. 

As We Labour 

By Anna Appleby 

As we labour through the days, 

We find your paths, 

We find your ways. 

Jesus you're here, 

Jesus you're there, 

Jesus you're everywhere. 

CHORUS: 

We are labouring every day , 
Working hard in every way. 
Giving and keeping , 

Sowing and reaping ; 

Jesus you help us go on , 

Jesus you help us go on 

As we labour through the years 
We are scared, 

We have new fears. 

Jesus you're here, 

Jesus you're there, 

Jesus you're everywhere. 

As we labour through our life, 

We pass through danger, 

We pass through strife. 

Jesus you're here, 

Jesus you're there, 

Jesus you're everywhere. 


Christian Aid photos 
will focus on living 
with HIV/AIDS 

COMPELLING personal pho- 
tographs taken by six HIV- 
positive women in the 
Democratic Republic of 
Cbngo (DRC) is being put on 
by Oxfordshire and Berkshire 
Christian Aid. The exhibition 
coincides with Oxford's 
International Women's 
Festival and will be showing at 
Borders Cafe, Oxford, 1-17 
March and at the Reading 
International Solidarity Centre 
(RISC), 19-30 March. 

The women, given cameras 
and training by Christian Aid, 
have captured key moments in 
their day-to-day experience of 
living with HTV/AIDS. Some 
had never seen a camera 
before. They have documented 
their lives with their families 
and friends, their contact with 
doctors, clinics and hospitals, 
and their experience of the social 
tragedy caused by the virus. 
Details: Liz Kyte 01865 246818. 


ST PETER’S with St Mark’s 
Hospital Church in Furze 
Platt has released a CD. 
‘Songs for St Mark’s was a 
community project by 
singers from four 
Maidenhead Churches, St 
Mary’s, St Luke’s, St Peter’s 
and All Saints. The aim was 
to provide music and hymns 
for the patients of St Mark’s 
Hospital, in the parish of 
Furze Platt, while they have 
their weekly Communion 
Service. The CD contains 14 
well known hymns suitable 
for the whole year. 

A copy of 'Songs for St Mark's' is 
available for £5 from the Revd 
Catherine Blundell 01628 629491 


New priest in town 

THE REVD Hugh Lee is to be 
the new Priest in Charge of 
the Church of St Michael at 
the North Gate, Oxford. He 
has 35 years experience 
working as a senior executive 
for the coal industry and for 
the last six years has been 
part-time Work and 
Economic Life Missioner 
across the Oxford Diocese . 
He will combine his new post 
with a City centre ministry 


The climate is changing 


CARBON DIOXIDE levels are 
30% higher than they have 
been in 400,000 years and 
the glaciers are melting and 
retreating. What is our 
Christian perspective on cli- 
mate change? 

This question was on the 
agenda for 150 people who 
attended the Assembly of 
Churches Together in 
Oxfordshire at the Westminster 
Institute of Education, Oxford 
Brookes University in 
November last year. 

The broadcaster, Dr Elaine 


Storkey gave the keynote 
address. The audience were 
told how continual climate 
change would lead to an esti- 
mated migration of 150 mil- 
lion people, as arid areas 
become even more dry and 
the wetter areas becoming 
increasingly flood prone. 
The local church leaders and 
members present left with a 
new found commitment to 
tackle the discrimination 
that favours the human race 
at the expense of the rest of 
creation. 


Cash beginning to flow for Churches 


WREN (Waste Recycling 
Environmental Ltd) have 
given £50,000 to 
Oxfordshire Historic 

Churches Trust. The grant is 
ft due to be formally received 
by Christopher Walton, 
Chairman of the Trust on 23 
January at Diocesan Church 
House. 

The funds have come from 
Waste Recycling Group pic’s 
landfill tax distributed 
through WREN, which sup- 
ports a wide range of commu- 
nity and environmental pro- 
jects. Since it was established 
in 1964, the Oxfordshire 


Historic Church Trust has 
given away over £l million to 
churches of all denominations 
and has a specialist knowl- 
edge which puts it in a good 
position to distribute grants. 

Information about grants from the 
Trust can be obtained from the 
Secretary, Richard Lethbridge on 
01993 824196, or on the web- 
site: www.ohct.org.uk. 

Communities and organisations 
within ten miles of landfill sites 
can apply for W R E N funding from 
a few hundred pounds to tens of 
thousands. Further information of 
WREN from 01953 717165 or 
the website: www.wren.org.uk 
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Fri 25 Jan 
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Fri 18 Jan 
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Fril9 April 
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CHRISTIANS IN SPORT has 

appointed Graham Daniel as 
General Director. The 
founding Director Andrew 
Wingfield Digby is leaving 
after 18 years to become 
Vicar of St Andrews Church, 
North Oxford. Graham is a 
former professional foot- 
baller with Cambridge 
United. He has degrees in 
philosophy and theology. 


Bring on juice 

DO OUR young people get 
the kind of radio station that 
reflects their concerns and 
values? Is there any Christian 
music on local independent 
radio for young people? 
Juice FM is a radio statioto 
aimed at young people aged 
18-35 years old, and is 
seeking a licence in Oxford. 
It is running a web site ask- 
ing young people what they 
want from their radio. Here’s 
an opportunity for young 
Christians to log on and tell 
Juice FM that they want to 
hear Christian music and 
have Christianity discussed 
as part of the mix. We 
can’t complain about the 
secular media if we don’t 
take up opportunities like 
this one. Log on to 
www.bringonjuice.com 
and click on Oxford, then 
fill in the form and tell 
them what you want to 
hear! Encourage your 
youth group to take part! 


HARMONIUM 

ORGAN 

Full size, five octaves, 
eleven stops 
Made by the 
‘Smith-american Organ 
Company’ of Boston, 
Massachusetts. 
Requires some attention to 
webbing straps between 
pedals & bellows 

Only £50 

(Buyer collects) 

CaU 01869 340754 


CONNECT TWO 

Register for single, 
widowed and divorced 
Christians seeking 
friends, companion or 
future partner. 

Tel: 01604643663 

Email: 

connecttwo2000@hotmail.com 



CORNWALL 

Close to Eden Project 

Short break available in our self 
catering bungalows & 
de luxe caravans 
Full heating in all rooms 

Also available : Detached four bedroom bungalow 
with own garden 

Brochure: Trencreek Farm Holiday Park 
Hewaswater, St Austell, Cornwall PL26 7 IG 

Tel: 01726 882540 

Website www.trencreek.co.uk 


THE ETHICAL PARTNERSHIP 

Independent Financial Advisers 

• Ethical & Socially Responsible Investment 
Specialists (onshore and offshore) 

• Retirement Planning (inc. Stakeholder Pensions) 

• Inheritance Tax & Long Term Care Planning 


FREEPHONE: 0800 0924090 


The Ethical Partnership is a member of I FA Network Ltd 
which is regulated by the Personal Investment Authority. 
Also a member of UKSIF (UK Social Investment Forum) 


REDUNDANT 

LIGHTING 

Can these 
help you ..? 

9 Pendant Ring - each 5 x 
100W lights in cylindrical 
glass shades 

Will need some 
refurbishment so available 
for reasonable offers 

tel: 051525 371836 
(Linslade) 


SENDING 

GOODS 

OVERSEAS 

including personal effects, 
books and full container 
loads. Enquire about our 
special rates for churches, 
charities and students. 

Freight Services 
International Ltd 
telephone 01332 347478 
(24 hr answerphone) 
or email us at fsiltd@aol.com 


COUNSELLING 

REV. HEATHER McGIVERN 

Short or long term counselling by 
experienced and qualified practitioner 
Spiritual Direction also offered 
Registered with BACP & UKRC 
Member of FPC (WPF) 

Tel: 01 18 973 4801 


The Church of St Peter and St Paul 

Deddington, Oxfordshire 

requires 

ORGANIST / CHOIR DIRECTOR 

on retirement of present Organist on March 31st 2002. RSCM affiliated. 
SATB Choir (at present largely adult), 2 manual Binns organ. Regular 
duties: one service per Sunday (current pattern: full choral Evensong, 
Eucharist/Baptism, Mattins, Eucharist) with practice prior to service, 
weekday practice (currently Friday). RSCM rates. 

It is hoped that the successful applicant will play 
a leading role in developing a music group. 

For further details, contact Revd Hugh White, 

28 Duns Tew, Bicester, Oxon 0X25 6JR Tel. 01869 349869 
Email: vicarhugo@holmail.com 


HOME-BASED 

TELEPHONISTS 

Required to help Marie Curie Cancer Care’s 
Fundraising Department. Working approx. 10 hours 
per week, mainly evenings and weekends, you will 
be joining our successful team helping to raise funds 
for our Marie Curie Nursing Services. Full training 
given. £4.36 p.h. Telephone costs met. 

Tel: Sarah on 01873 303040 

Registered charity No. 207994 


God Calling? 

“You are Peter and on this rock 
I will build my Church” 

(Matthew 16:18) 

A weekend for men to explor 
vocation to the Priesthood 

12th-14th April 2002 

At The Retreat House CR, Mirfield West Yorkshire 
Cost £30 (including full board) 

Sponsored by the Catholic Societies of the Church of England 
Speakers to include the Archbishop of York 
Cost £30 (payable to FiF Vocations Conferences) 
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Interview. . . 


God in the life of 

Frog and Amy 


NATIONAL MARRIAGE WEEK STARTS ON FEBRUARY 10TH. Frog 

and Amy Orr-Ewing were married in July 1997, aged 21, 
having met as students in Oxford. Here they talk about 
their faith and how it enables them to entrust their mar- 
riage into God’s hands. 

Interview: Jemimah Wright. Photograph: Frank Blackwell 


FROG: I always knew that God 
was there. I got confirmed when 
I was 12, more .out of wanting 
to show God I was serious 
about him. I remember «t my 
next school when I was about 
13, seeing the chaplain up 
there, and thinking if Jesus is 
real, He should be everything. 

That summer I was on a 
Christian house-party in the 
Isle of Wight. They had a sem- 
inar on the Holy Spirit. I had 
been to chapel every day all 
through boarding school, and 
it was the first time I had 
heard God talked about in a 
way that was real. I asked to 
be prayed for and was filled 
with the Holy Spirit. 

I had been quite depressed 
and badly bullied at school for 
a whole year up to then. It just 
all rolled off and I was filled 
with a sense of joy, and of 
God's majesty. The pure joy of 
being alive, and the sense of 
destiny and preciousness over- 
whelmed me. I saw a picture 
of Christ on the throne, and 
began to speak in tongues. I 
remember going back to 
school and saying 'by the way, 
everything they said at chapel 
is actually true!'. I felt I had 
really met with God, I hadn't 
just heard about him, and it 
was life transforming. 

Then unfortunately hormones 
kicked in, and I couldn't get the 
lifestyle to work properly. At the 
end of my gap year, I had been 
teaching in South Africa, I 
came back very depressed, 
drinking a lot, and not very 
happy, but then in 1994 I had a 
fresh, deep encounter with God 
before I came up to Oxford. At 
the back of my mind I Anew I 
wanted to serve Him, full time, 
I just hadn't seen any break- 
through in my life, until this 


time. I gave up alcohol, and 
began to be able to live differ- 
ently, and hear from God. I 
stopped swearing over night. 

So then I got really excited, and 
over the holidays, went off on a 
mission to Uganda. I came to 


Oxford convinced that Jesus was 
the best thing since sliced bread, 
that He could change the world, 
and use me. I could be part of 
building the kingdom of God. 

AMY: My Dad was a lecturer 
in Australia at the University 
of New South Wales , in 
Politics and Economics , and 
he was converted quite out of 
the blue when I was two. 
Quite quickly after his conver- 
sion he felt the call to ministry 
and we moved back to 
England as a family , and he 
went to train at Trinity College 
in Bristol and became a Vicar. 

By the time I was nine we 
were in the inner-city in 
Birmingham in a really tough, 
very Muslim parish. So my 
memories of growing up in a 


Christian home were in the 
context of ministering to the 
poor and seeing people who 
were totally not Christian at all 
coming to faith in our home. 

I made a commitment to 
Christ myself as a child and 


then my first real experience 
of God was at Sunday school 
in that church. We started 
praying for healing as chil- 
dren , and I was probably 
about nine or ten, and we 
prayed for this girl who had 
a skin problem, and she was 
healed. That had a massive 
impact on me, the incredible 
sense of Gods presence and 
the reality of the Lord. 

As a teenager I really began 
to think through some of the 
intellectual questions about 
faith. I found answers in the 
writings of Francis Schaeffer 
and C.S. Lewis. I went on mis- 
sions as well in the summer 
with Youth With A Mission, 
and saw amazing things hap- 
pen. Then at 18 I came to 
Christ Church to read theology. 


The summer before I came to 
Oxford was the Toronto bless- 
ing time, and I was on a mis- 
sion trip in Uzbeckistan and 
Khazakistan doing missionary 
work. While I was there I felt a 
clear prophetic word to take a 
team to China from Oxford the 
following year. So when I got to 


Oxford and got involved in the 
Christian Union, I started a 
prayer group for China and 
central Asia. It was through 
this that we met, because 
when Frog was in Uganda he 
had a similar prophecy about 
going to China, and he came 
along to the prayer group. 

FROG: It was a 7.30am prayer 
group before lectures and I did- 
n't actually speak to Amy at all 
there. But we were both going to 
St Aldates, so on the last 
Sunday of term I said to Amy 
let's meet up and have some 
lunch and talk about going to 
China. By the time the next term 
started we were best friends. 

We began to plan the trip. We 
were able to pray together in the 
Spirit, and worship together. 


That was what our friendship 
was based on. Then I began to 
think I was falling in love with 
her, and I thought that was 
very unspiritual, and I tried to 
submerge the thoughts for a 
few weeks. In February, Amy 
said 'Don't you think its impor- 
tant that friends should be 
really honest to each other'. I 
was mortified. I thought oh no, 
I've got to come clean. So we 
met up at 'G and D's! (an ice- 
cream shop) that night. I said 'I 
don't think we should see so 
much of each other'. She said 
'what do you mean?', So I said 
'Will you go out with me?' 

In the summer of the second 
year I proposed on a punt, 
drifting down from the 
Cherwell Boathouse. 

AMY: We decided to get mar- 
ried straight after our finals so 
we could have a nice long 
honeymoon. I had a viva (oral 
examination) the day before 
the wedding, and Frog went 
away for a two day selection 
process to work for the 
Church of England. We had a 
sense of amazement that God 
was so good as to want us to 
marry the person we were so 
in love with. 

Our relationship from the 
beginning was part of a com- 
munity as well, into which 
we could welcome other peo- 
ple. We quite often hosted 
other events for friends. 
Marriage is given for the 
building up of community. A 
Christian marriage can be so 
powerful and prophetic - 
what the Church is and 
should be with Christ's love. 

FROG: God's plan for our lives 
involved us being married. In 
order to be obedient, and if we 
wanted to put God's kingdom 
first, then being married was 


part of that for us. In the back 
of my mind there were two 
things I was scared about. Not 
that Amy was ever going to let 
me down, but because my par- 
ents were divorced, I wondered 
whether I was going to let Amy 
down, whether I could stay true 
and loving. There was a little 
seed of self doubt in me. It was 
a really important part of my 
walk with God to trust Amy 
into God's hands, to believe 
that God was going to hold us 
together and nurture our mar- 
riage. It was a question of 
trusting God and not myself. 
You are sometimes afraid about 
what you are going to be like in 
20 years time, will we cope and 
still be in love. But God was say- 
ing will you trust me and allow 
me to nurture and look after 
you. It's a day by day thing. 


Frog (Francis) Orr-Ewing 

was born in 1975. He gradu- 
ated from Regents Park 
Oxford in 1997 and became 
a stock broker in London for 
a year. He then did a Mth at 
Wycliffe Hall. He became a 
curate at St Aldates in July 
2000 

Amy Orr-Ewing was born in 
1975 in Sydney, Australia. 
She graduated from Christ 
Church Oxford in 1997 and 
then did a MA in Theology at 
Kings College London. She 
works for The Zacharias 
Trust as Training Director. 




WINDOW CLEANING 

a business opportunity ? 

A small Reading based residential window 
cleaning company, with a good reputation, is 
looking for people who would be interested in 
‘joining up’ with us, on a licensed business 
basis, in the Reading town & country area. We 
are offering:- 

• A ‘Ready-To-Go’ Proven Business 
Opportunity 

• A solid customer base of 250, plus 
training, equipment & liveried vehicle 

• On going Call handling, cash collection 
& marketing support 

• Proven operating procedures and 
systems, through to dealing with tax & 
holiday cover 

• Good Financial Rewards 

• Choose your own work time schedule, 

(keep those Sundays free) 

• A healthy, absorbing, interesting, people 
centred, business lifestyle 

• Low ’start-up’ options, with opportunity to 
develop into a fully franchised 
business 

Phone 0118 954 7238 For Appointment 

STANDARD & BAPTIST 

Living Waters, 24 Elm Rd, READING RG6 5TS 


We are looking for Guardians ^ 

/EGIS 

Do you have room in your home and your 
hearts for a young student a long way from 
home? 

For two decades, education experts Gabbitas have been 
providing high quality guardianship services for overseas 
students from 8 to 18 years of age attending boarding schools 
in the UK. We are currently looking for local families who 
would be able to care for an overseas girl or boy who is at a 
leading local Boarding School, for exeat weekends and half 
terms. 

Are you the sort of people who would gladly offer a home- 
from-home to a student who is a long way from his own 
country? Would you enjoy attending school events featuring 
your student and liaising with school staff over arrangements 
for Half Terms and Exeats? 

Most of all, are you and your family able to provide a safe 
and secure break from school and flexible enough to become 
a second family to one of these students? 

To discuss the possibility of becoming a guardian to these or 
other students, please phone Jill Shilcock, Head of 
Guardianship, or any member of her team, during office 
hours. 

GABBITAS 

E<hi<abond Consultants 

126-130 Regent Street, London W1B 5EE 
Tel: 020 7734 0161 Fax: 020 7437 1764 


RISING FROM THE ASHES 


Beauty 
for Ashes 



Spiritual Reflections 
oa the Attack on America 


BEAUTY FOR ASHES 

Spirtual Reflections on the Attack on America 
To comfort all that mourn... to give them beauty for ashes. ’ 

Isaiah 61.3 

Profound reflections on the presence of God in the midst of 
suffering. Addresses the spirtual concerns of a grieving, 
angry nation. Edited by J. Farina 
Crossroad 304pp PB 0824519736 £9.99 
Available from your local bookshop or in case of difficulty 
please contact: 

Alban Books Ltd 

14 Belford Road 

Edinburgh EH4 3BL 

Tel: 0131 226 2217 - Fax: 0131225 5999 

Email: sales@albanbooks.com 



Offering 

T^cedentiy Priced Vidas 

Costa CaGda, Southern Spain 


Villas built around a Golf Course, freehold, 
with a 10-year guarantee 
Examples 

(JUIWty: Two bedrooms, one bathroom, 
detached standing on a 350 sq 
mtr plot - 
£57,500 

PKlltfO: Three bedrooms, three 

bathrooms, detached standing on 
a 600 sq mtr plot - 
£95,700 

• - from - £45,000 

• swpVRiozmnm&'D villas 

- from £128,000 

TfLL: 0121 561 4321 (anytime) for a brochure 

www.spanish-villasales.co.uk 
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Advertising 


TO ADVERTISE RING: 01527 588000 


THE ROYAL SCHOOL OF CHURCH MUSIC CELEBRATES 75 YEARS 







THE HIGHLANDS SCHOOL 

WARDLE AVENUE, TILEHURST, 

READING RG3 1 6JR , K 

Tel: 0118 942 7186 * 4JP# 9 

Affiliated to I.S.A. and I.S.I.S. P* 

An Independent Day School 
Girls 3 years - 11 years: Boys 3 years - 7 years 

# All areas of the National Curriculum covered 

# Excellent pupil teacher ratio 

# French 

# Individual music lessons 

# After school care 

# Registered nursery provider 

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION AND PROSPECTUS 
PLEASE CONTACT THE OFFICE 


OPEN AFTERNOON 


SATURDAY 2nd MARCH 

2.00pm to 4.00pm 

St Edwards & Highlands School Ltd, 
Registered Charity No 309417 
exists to provide education for children 


The Oratory School 


The Royal School of Church Music, now celebrating its 75th anniversary, was founded on 6 December 1927, the feast of St. 
Nicolas, patron saint of scholars and choristers. 

From its original home at Chistlehurst, it was moved to Canterbury then, from 1954 - 96 to Addington Palace, Croydon. Since 
1996 the headquarters has been at Cleveland Lodge, Westhumble, near Dorking, and its activities extend throughout the world, 

with 11,000 affiliated churches and 4,000 individual members. 

The RSCM is an educational charity dedicated to raising standards and 
promoting music in every denomination and style of Christian worship. It offers 
young people and adults from numerous Parish Church choirs the opportunity 
to experience Cathedral worship at first-hand through its network of Cathedral 
Singers. Many other residential and non-residential courses are arranged each 
year for singers, instrumentalists and composers. 

Recent RSCM developments include a new six-programme scheme for choirs, 
Voice for Life, and an exciting range of publishing, including new resources for 
worship and education in churches and all types of church music and books by 
mail order, ranging from traditional repertoire to modern day worship songs. 
Benefits of membership include discounts on music and courses, a popular 
quarterly magazine and an invaluable liturgy planner, which provides 
recommendations on choosing music week by week. A number of special 
events are planned to celebrate the RSCM’s 75th anniversary. The Box Hill 
Festival, 3-6 May 2002 at Cleveland Lodge, presents a flittering programme of 
Early Music (including James Bowman and the group Kontrabande) and music 
by the well loved composer, birth falls in 2002. 

There will also be an art exhibition by Jane Mackay and a Fun Day for families 
on Bank Holiday Monday, with an informal concert of Renaissance and British 

traditional music by 
Dragonsfire, 

entertainment by PeterKin 
the Fool, art and music 
workshops, a puppet 
show and treasure hunt, 
then from 5-11 August 
2002 the RSCM will be 
mounting an International 
Summer School in 
Durham. This unique 
festive gathering will 
include daily services 
sung in the Castle and 
the Cathedral and a 
variety of workshops and 
seminars, with many 
singing opportunities. 

For further information, 
please contact Penny 
Neary, tel: 01306 872824. 
pneary@rscm.com 


• Education for boys 

• Spirituality for life 


Academic & sporting excellence 


For a prospectus, 

Telephone: 01491 680 207 
or Fax: 01491 680 020 
or Email: enquiries@oratory.co.uk 

www.oratory.co.uk 


OUR LADY'S 
CONVENT 

founded in Abingdon in 1860 
by the Sisters of Mercy 


SENIOR SCHOOL 
for 360+ Girls aged 11-18 
Radley Road, Abingdon, Oxon, 0X14 3PS 
Tel: 01235 524658 

NEW SIXTH FORM CENTRE 

High academic standards • small classes 

• attractive modem facilities • caring 
Christian environment • scholarships and 

bursaries • extensive bus network 

• large indoor heated swimming pool 

INFANT AND JUNIOR DAY SCHOOL 

for Girls and Boys aged 4-11 
St. Johns Road, Abingdon, Oxon, OX14 2HB 
Tel: 01235 523147 

Qualified and experienced staff • chapel • 
playing fields •gymnasium •indoor heated 
swimming pool 

Why not telephone for a prospectus? 


ASHFORD SCHOOL 

Dorton, Near Thame 

Prep and Pre-Prep School 
3-13+ Day and Weekly Boarding 
An excellent academic record 
together with superb facilities for 
sports, arts, music and IT 

Please contact the secretary for 
more details: 

Telephone 01844 238237 

Registered Charity No. 272663 


Christ Church Cathedral School 


Boys’ Day Preparatory School 
incorporating 
Nursery, 2V2 to 4 
Pre-Preparatory, 4 to 7 
Preparatory, 7 to 1 3 
Full Boarding for the Choristers of 
Christ Church Cathedral 

We believe in quality and breadth of education, based 
around modern practices and Christian values, 
combined with traditions dating back to 1 546. 

Housed in a combination of historic and modern buildings 
in the heart of Oxford, as well as beautiful playing fields, 
we offer outstanding cultural opportunities. 

VOICE TRIALS 

SATURDAY, 23rd FEBRUARY 2002 
(For boys aged seven to eight years old) 

CHORAL SCHOLARSHIPS available for the choir 
Bursaries up to 60% of fees 

For further details, please contact 
The Registrar 

3 Brewer Street Oxford OX1 1 QW 
Tel 01 865 242561 Fax 01 865 202945 
e-mail registrar@cccs.org.uk 
Please visit our web site www.cccs.org.uk v 


EWELME EXHIBITION ENDOWMENT 

Scholarships 

FOR CHILDREN AT 
FEE PAYING SCHOOLS 

For details send SAE to: 

The Clerk to the Governors, 
Ewelme Exhibition Endowment, 
126 High Street, Oxford OX1 4DG 


YOU KNOW 
T THE RSCM 
OFFERS ... 


Sunday by Sunday - an invaluable liturgy planner 
giving week-by-week guidance on choosing music 
and hymns of varying styles and difficulty 
throughout the church year. 

Courses and new Education Programmes - 

for singers and organists of all ages, covering a wide 
range of abilities, from elementary to advanced. 

Music Direct - a fast and efficient mail order service. 

Publishing - new music, and educational materials 
for church musicians everywhere (25% discount for 
members). 

Church Music quarterly - the magazine most 
regularly used by church musicians and clergy of all 
denominations throughout the world - news and 
comment recommendations and reviews. 

If you are involved in planning or leading services, 
or if you value church music and would like to keep 
in touch and lend support, please contact: 

Royal School of Church Music, 

Cleveland Lodge, Westhumble, 

Dorking, Surrey RH5 6BW 

Tv 01 306 872800 F: 01308 887260 

E: cl@?se«Leom W: www:rscm.com 

Subscriptions 

(from now until end 2002): 

Affiliates £69, Individual Members £36 
Friends £20, Students & Juniors £8 
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Feature 


I- 



sharing life 


9. Committed to leadership which is based on the model of 
service, collaborative and trained to bring about change 

This is the ninth in a series of explorations about Sharing Life. Each month a different person considers 
one of the themes of our evangelisation strategy. We offer an explanation, some discussion points and a 
focus for contemplation. We suggest cutting these out and keeping them for further study. Canon Keith 
Lamdin, Diocesan Director of Stewardship, Training, Evangelism and Ministry writes: 


You shall love 
the Lord your 
God with all 
your heart, •and 
with all your 
soul, and with 
all your mind, 
and with all 
your strength, 
and your neigh- 
bour as your- 
self. 

Luke 10 v 27 


Discussion 

points 


1 . How clear is your 
church about its purpose? 

2. To what extent can 
your church be said to be 
in good heart? 

3. Are the right people in 
the right jobs and are they 
fulfilled and happy doing 
them? 

4. When people think 
about your church and its 
people, do they hold it in 
high regard for its trustwor- 
thiness and faithfulness? 




I am 
among 
you as 
one who 
serves. 

Luke 22 v 27 


Prayer 


Pause for contemplation 


Lead us Heavenly 
Father lead us 
o'er the world's 
tempestuous sea; 
guard us, guide us, 
keep us feed us, 
for we have no help 
but thee; 

yet possessing every 
blessing, 
if our God our 
Father be. 


Servant leadership speaks of ability to lead people and at 
the same time seeing that leadership as a service. Christ 
took a towel and washed his disciples feet and said to 
them: ‘If I your Lord and teacher have washed your feet, 
you also wash one anothers feet.’ John 13 vl 3 

The best test of a servant leader is do those being served 
grow as persons: do they while being served, become 
healthier, wiser, freer, more autonomous, more likely 
themselves to be servants? And what is the effect on the 
least privileged in society; will they benefit, or at least, 
not be further deprived? Robert Greeleaf 

First you need to see that for the work you lead, vision, pur- 
pose and strategy, are in place, people are in good heart and 
the organisation is aligned. Secondly to model in your own 
life and work the importance and integrity of these things. 
Hero leaders try to do it all themselves, while collaborative 
leaders share the load. Keith Lamdin 


J.Edmeston (1791 - 1867) 


Explanation 
and exploration 


LEADERSHIP is about 
mind, heart, strength and 
soul. 

Mind speaks of vision and 
purpose. Vision is mystical, 
the mountaintop, and is 
the same for all Christians. 
Bishop Richard sets out 
vision in the Sharing Life 
leaflet: 

For Jesus came to reconsti- 
tute human society around 
himself, under the reign of 
God . The Christian faith 
commits us therefore to 
the transformation of both 
individuals and communi- 
ties, beginning with our- 
selves and the Church and 
being satisfied with noth- 
ing less than the transfor- 
mation of the whole of 
human society. 

Purpose is practical, and is 
about the particular path- 
way that you choose to 
reach the mountaintop. 
There will be, within the 
church, many different path- 
ways, depending on where 
you are and what is really 
important to you. Purpose 
helps you to see that the 
journey is possible and 
where it might take you. 

Heart speaks of energy 
and commitment and 
teamwork. True empower- 
ment leads to trust, easy 
communication between 
individuals and teams and 
innovative results where 


you all feel welcome to 
bring your genius to the 
table. 

Strength speaks of the 
ability to get the job done. 
When you are inspired by 
purpose and motivated by 
purpose you have to be 
ready and able to deliver. 
(ICor 9v24-27, Heb 12vl, 
Phil 3vl2) 

Strategies are the mile- 
stones towards reaching 
the purpose. They need to 
be clear, and you need to 
know when you have 
reached them. Strategies 
also need to be stretching, 
as they ‘hold’ the tension 
between current reality and 
vision. Alignment brings 
into perspective all the nuts 
and bolts of organisational 
life, such as decision mak- 
ing processes, communica- 
tion, having the money to 
do what is needed, ensur- 
ing that your gifts are well 
used and so on. 

Soul speaks of trust and 
integrity. Here is the essen- 
tial balance between char- 
acter and competence. 
Whatever your abilities 
you will never be a true 
leader if your character is 
questionable. Being trust- 
worthy and having high 
integrity is an essential 
characteristic of leader- 
ship. 

Keith Lamdin 


EVER THOUGHT OF BECOMING A 

TEACHER? 

If you are over 24 with a degree or 
equivalent qualification 

Then come on a Teacher Taster Course and find out about 

PRIMARY and 
SECONDARY TEACHING 


The next Head Line taster course sponsored by the Teacher 
Training Agency, will be in Oxford on 18th & 19th February 
2002 followed by an observation day in a school and a final 
morning on 11th March 2002. 

For more information call Pat Lear or Mel Dunn at 
Head Line, Roman House, 49, Spencer Street, 

St Albans, Herts. AL3 5EH. 

Telephone. 01727 840015 Fax. 01727 840019 

E-mail: teachers@headline-uk.com 



§ ST JOSEPH’S CONVENT SCHOOL 

READING, BERKSHIRE 

An independent day school for girls aged 3-18 

PREPARATORY DEPARTMENT 

KINDERGARTEN TO YEAR 6 

with after school care facilities 

Children are taught by well-qualified, caring and 
experienced teachers, who cater for individual 
needs. The curriculum is broad and varied, 
reflecting the needs of education today. 

After school playcare, in a safe and stimulating 
environment, is available. 

Applications are now invited for entry in September 2002 

For a copy of our prospectus, or to arrange a visit, please contact: 

St Joseph’s Convent School, 

Upper Redlands Road, Reading, Berkshire RG1 5JT 

Tel: 0118 966 1000 

St Joseph’s Convent School is a registered charity, which exists to provide education for girls. 
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Comment 


God’s man at Lambeth 


PEOPLE keep asking 
me to name the next 
next Archbishop of 
Canterbury. They 
assume I think that 
I have a hot line to 
the powers that be. 

But quite the 
reverse. I feel shut 
out of a decision 
making process 
so enigmatic that it makes a 
papal election with a con- 
clave of closeted cardinals 
and white smoke seem won- 
derfully straightforward. 

Officially it is the 13 mem- 
bers of the Crown 
Appointments Commission 
under a chairman appointed 
by the Prime Minister who 
will recommend two names to 
Tony Blair for his final choice. 
But all, as we know, is not 
what it seems. The lobbying 
has begun and if the papers 
are to be only half believed it 
is not a pretty process. 

But what about the rest of 
us, the ordinary members of 
the Archbishop’s flock, what 
can we do given that there is 
not yet one member one 
vote? We can of course join 
the lobbying and write to the 
Appointments Commission 
with our views (address 
below). But much more 
important than that, we can 
pray and pray and pray that 
God’s man will be appointed 
just as he was 12 years ago. 

For I do believe that George 
Carey was God’s man for the 
moment. Said to be a compro- 
mise candidate he came, like 
David, out of comparative 
obscurity, and has led the dis- 
parate band of liberals, conser- 
vatives, evangelicals, catholics 


and not-sure-if- 
there-is-a-God-at- 
alls, which is the 
Anglican 
Church, through 
times of unprece- 
dented change. 

Writing for The 
DOOR in 1990 
during the last 
‘Canterbury 
stakes’, Lord Blanch, a former 
Archbishop of York wrote: ‘In 
a nation seriously adrift from 
Christian faith and conduct, 
Our man at Lambeth needs to 
be seen not just as the chief 
shepherd of the flock but as 
leader of the mission to the 
nation.’ 

His words are even more 
true to day. So let us ignore 
the speculation and believe 
that God is greater than any 
human selection process and 
pray that once again He will 
send us the man for the hour. 

Christine Zwart 


Almighty God, Shepherd of souls, 
Give us for the leadership of the 
worldwide Anglican Communion, 
a man after your own heart: a 
man of faith and prayer, filled with 
the Spirit; a man of vision, wisdom 
and sound judgment; a man with a 
pastoral heart and a true love for 
people. 

Prepare the man of your choice 
for his ministry among us, prepare 
us for his appointment, and over- 
rule in everything for the doing of 
your will and the furtherance of 
your glory; 

Through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 

Adapted from a prayer by Frank Colquhoun 


Anthony Sadler, Crown Appointments 
Commission, Cowley House, 9 Little 
College Street, London SW1P 3SH. 



February Appointments 

retire; The Revd Richard Nunn, NSM Curate, 


Marriage can still be for life 

Praying, studying together and frank speaking in love can all help to resolve conflict and deepen a relationship says 
Doris Swinbank who writes about marriage to mark National Marriage Week, 10 - 17 February. 


The Revd Andrew Bailey, Vicar Faringdon w Little 
Coxwell and Area Dean Vale of the White Horse is 
no longer Area Dean; The Revd Nicholas Benson, 
PTO to become NSM Curate in Parish St John and 
St Stephen; The Revd Angela Butler, Associate 
Priest, Wheatley Team Ministry, PTO; The Revd 
Ann Douglas, Vicar, All Saints Oxhey to be Team 
Rector; Woodley, The Revd Richard Harrison, 
Chaplain of Ardingly College, to be incumbent, Shill 
Valley and Broadshire; The Revd John Holbrook, 
Vicar of Adderbury, St Mary and Rural Dean, 
Deddington to be Rector of Wimbome M inster; The 
Revd Susan Jones, Assistant Curate, All Souls, 
South Ascot, to be N SM Assistant Curate, All Souls, 
South Ascot; The Revd John Johnson, Team 
Rector, Langtree Team Ministry to retire; The Revd 
Stephen Kirkham, Curate of St Andrew's Histon 
and St Andrew's Impington to be Priest in Charge 
of St Mary's, North Leigh and Dorchester Area 
Enabler in Evangelism; The Revd Robin Lapwood, 
Priest in Charge, Marcham w. Garford to join staff 
of Summer-fields Prep School, Oxford; The Revd 
Canon David Maclnnes, Rector of St Aldates, to 


Maidenhead St Luke, to be Priest in Charge, House 
for duty, Waltham St Lawrence; The Revd John 
Salter, Vicar of Wantage SS Peter and Paul to 
become Area Dean of Wantage; The Revd Nigel 
Sanders, NSM Curate Maidenhead St Peter, PTO; 
The Revd Graham Saunders, Team VicOar, St 
Paul's Bedminster to be Priest in Charge United 
Benefice of Famham Royal w Hedgerley; The Revd 
Linda Smillie, Minister in Charge, Emmanuel, 
Southall, PTO, Oxford; The Revd Jonathan Sibley, 
Priest in Charge Sulhamstead Abbots and Bannister 
w. Ufton Nervet, to be Priest in Charge of Long 
Sutton; The Revd Matthew Stafford, Assistant 
Curate St Anne and St Peter, H igh Wycombe, to be 
Vicar (Priest in Charge) Holy Trinity Oakengates 
and Wrockwardine Wood; The Revd Andrew 
Sweeney, Curate, St Patrick's, Coleraine, to be Vicar, 
Benefice of Cogges and South Leigh; The Revd Ian 
Thacker, Team Vicar, St Peter's, Upper Holloway to 
be Chaplain of Huntercombe Y0I; The Revd Alan 
Wadge, Rector, Ridgeway and will not longer be 
Area Dean of Wantage. PT0= Permission to officiate 


THE BISHOP of Oxford com- 
mented that ‘When two peo- 
ple make their marriage vows, 
they do so before witnesses - 
that is in public. This is a sign 
that society has a stake in mar- 
riage. . .marriage does not just 
involve two people, it is the 
interlocking of a whole series 
of relationships and obliga- 
tions.’ If we take this as a use- 
ful comment on marriage how 
near are we to what is hap- 
pening for marriage here in 
the 21st Century? Is this the 
trend today? 

Overall, marriage is seen to 
be a ‘creation ordinance’ ie, 
designed for the benefit of men 
and women. This concept has 
been applied, grown, and we 
now have Christian marriage 
and many still want to be mar- 
ried in church. Why? I believe 
they go along with the ideal 
that marriage is for life, they 
want to make their vows 
before God who is important 
to them, and the concept of a 
threefold chord with the Holy 
Spirit coming into the mar- 
riage to help them, is relevant 
especially in these days when 
many marriages breakdown. 

Fear of commitment 

However many marry in cho- 
sen places and may even, with 
that, want what a church wed- 
ding offers. Others today 
choose not to marry, at least 
not to start with but want to 
‘try out’ the relationship before 
committing themselves. Some 
Christians are falling into this 
category. There is fear around 
about commitment or that 
marriage is unsustainable for 
life. Many marriages break- 
down, which may discourage 
folk unless they have a good 
family history in marriage, 
confidence in God and in 
themselves to work at it suc- 
cessfully. 

Society is changing. People 
are living longer, are fitter than 
before, but it is difficult for 
some to adapt over time as 
much as they need to in order 
to keep in touch with their 
spouse. People grow at differ- 
ent rates because of different 
opportunities and personali- 


ties. There is currently much 
more concern to conform, be 
non-judgmental and ‘political- 
ly correct’. This combines with 
less faith in God, that He is 
interested in us and our lives, 
that He will help if asked and 
that we can learn to forgive 
and start again, all of which 


will assist us in marriage. 

Our early experience of rela- 
tionships with mother and 
father lead to an intimacy 
needed to make an effective 
marriage. Today closeness is 
often missing so people do not 
experience intimacy and can- 
not engage in an intimate way. 
Bonding with parents in early 
life through sight, sound and 
touch is the basis for all long 
term relationships, and trust is 
developed as he/she is 
responded to. 

Qualities for relationships 

As the child grows separate 
from Mother, begins to devel- 
op trust, conflict begins to 
show, independence, forgive- 
ness and reconciliation follow. 
These qualities must be learnt 


for the sake of long term rela- 
tionships. As further develop- 
ment takes place so the child 
begins to find his/her own 
identity, and self-esteem 
grows. 

At school the child learns 
achievement is valued as well 
as his/her mere existence. 


Personal opinions become rel- 
evant as the control by parents 
lessens. By 11/13 years old, 
attraction towards others 
especially the opposite sex 
begins. Unfortunately some 
believe that having early sexu- 
ally relations will lead to 
maturity. This is false. Long 
term relationships rest on 
trust, compatibility, stability 
forgiveness and reconciliation 
- all parts of love. The rela- 
tionship is completed by sex 
rather than the opposite. 

What if things go wrong, 
usually as a result of change in 
commitment, poor communi- 
cation or an inability to work 
through an important conflict. 
Sometimes one or other part- 
ner may not be meeting the 
other’s needs. Others feel they 


have ‘fallen out of love’ as 
they no longer feel the effer- 
vescent emotion. This does 
not necessarily ring true as 
emotions settle and become 
more stable and other positive 
feelings develop. If the mar- 
riage is disturbed it is very 
important to seek help early 
before bitterness and stub- 
bornness arise. A trained cou- 
ple counsellor, possibly 
Christian, seeking God’s for- 
giveness together for the past, 
and His grace for the present 
and future, will help. Be will- 
ing to talk about feelings, hear 
each other and the counsellor. 

Prevention is better than 
cure and one of the things that 
happens over time is that a 
couple drift apart growing at 
different rates or do not give 
each other enough attention 
and time daily. Spend about 
half an hour a day with each 
other sharing the day, feelings, 
thoughts, and what has been 
learned. Aim to spend a longer 
time each week, say at least- 
three hours together sharing 
closeness and intimate things. 
This all helps to keep a couple 
together. Praying, studying 
together and frank speaking in 
love, help too. 

Help in difficulties 

How can we improve the pre- 
sent situation? At a presenta- 
tion to the Diocesan Synod the 
FLAME Group (Family Lilje 
and Marriage Education) rec- 
ommended that every parish 
evaluates the effectiveness of its 
work on marriage preparation, 
education and support. This 
last would be help for those in 
difficulties. It encouraged 
parishes to use FLAME and 
other resources and to develop 
a parish marriage policy. 

I would like to reiterate those 
recommendations and bring 
people to marriage better able 
to meet their partner’s needs 
and to make their marriage 
work throughout their lives. 

Doris Swinbank 

Doris Swinbank is an educationalist 
and counsellor trained in marital and 
family work. She is also a licensed lay 
minister at St Peter's, Furze Platt. 
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V27HIT€HILL CHOS6 

A beautiful, peaceful house and chapel in 7 acres of Hampshire woodland 
used as a conference and resource centre by the Acorn Christian Foundation 

Open Day every Tuesday, Healing Service at 1 2 Noon 
Quiet Day every second Friday in calendar month 10am-4pm 


February 

6 Listening to Cod with a Pen in your Hand. 

A day on journaling 

14 Deeper Healing Day. An opportunity to 
receive extended prayer in a relaxing 
environment 

March 

1-3 Ignatian Retreat. A silent retreat starting at 
3pm 

8-10 Holy Week: As seen through the eyes of 
hospice experience 

1 5-1 7 Walking in Wholeness A weekend Healing 
Retreat 

21 Deeper Healing Day. An opportunity to 
receive extended prayer in a relaxing 
environment 


April 

12-14 Growing a Healing Ministry. A weekend 
learning how to further the Healing Ministry in 
your parish 

18 Deeper Healing Day. An opportunity to 
receive extended prayer in a relaxing 
environment 

27 Understanding Ikons. A day to learn more 
about this ancient form of prayer 

May 

10-12 Learning to Listen 
16 Deeper Healing Day. An opportunity to 
receive extended prayer in a relaxing 
environment 

28-31 Clergy Family Holiday 


Details: Acorn Christian Foundation, Whitehill Chase, 
High Street, Bordon, Hampshire GU35 0AP 
Tel: 01420 478121 Fax: 01420 478122 
info@acornchristian.org 
www.acornchristian.org 
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Analysis 


to the editor 


Retreat to advance 


UNLIKE a mili- 
tary campaign, 
in the spiritual 
realm (in which 
all Christians 
are) it is when 
we know that 
we need to stop 
to reflect, to seek 
God, and to 
know His lead- 
ing that we truly 
advance. Jesus 
regularly called 
his disciples to 
‘come away’ to 
a quiet place just to be with 
Him. He also slipped away 
on his own - notably once 
for 40 days while he was 
tempted by the devil - just to 
be with the Father. 

The many demands on us 
in life can make it hard to 
set time aside for a retreat. 
If we are honest, even our 
daily ‘quiet time’ often gets 
squeezed by the many legit- 
imate pressures of daily liv- 
ing, leaving us spiritually 
weak and lacking the 
resources God offers us for 
effective Christian witness. 
As I meet Christians com- 
ing away to the Retreat 
Centre where I work and go 
away myself, I see the dif- 
ference that quality time 
alone with God makes. 

What can we do on retreat? 

As for Jesus, so for us it is 
essential to be alone, to 
unwind, to do nothing, to 
catch up with ourselves, 
have time to pray and to 
think about our lives and 
our relationship with God. 

Here are some sugges- 
tions; these are related to 
Stanton House Retreat 
Centre, which is set in a 
small village outside 
Oxford: 

• Relax! Don’t feel guilty 
that you may just like to 
rest and sleep. 

• Read your Bible and 


books of your 
choice. 

• Listen to tapes 

• Spend time in 
prayer 

• As you go for 
walks use your 
senses - pay 
attention to the 
sights sounds 
and smells. 

• Walk into the 
village, sit qui- 
etly in the vil- 
lage church and 
soak up the 

ambience. 

• You may like to express 
your thoughts, feelings per- 
ceptions or insights that 
God may give you, in words 
or in images. 

• Activity is good if it deep- 
ens your retreat; if it starts 
to take over then lay it aside 
as one of the main aims of 
retreating is to seek God 
and not to enhance our 
egos. 

• Write a journal so you can 
go back to things later. 

Do ask for prayer if you 
think talking and praying 
with one of the Team mem- 
bers will be helpful. 

Finding retreat centres 

Some centres run led courses 
while others, like Stanton House, 
leave guests free to structure 
their own programme. 

A good source of information is 
‘Christian Holiday Handbook’ 
available in Christian bookshops. 
The Retreat Association (tel: 
0207 357 7736) publishes the 
magazine ‘Retreats’ which lists 
about 200 retreat houses. 
Stanton House accommodates 
up to ten guests and is located in 
a rural position just outside 
Oxford. It isn't necessary to go 
on retreat only when you are at 
your wits end spiritually, emo- 
tionally and physically but also 
when you want fresh vision from 
the Lord and to be refreshed in 
body, mind and spirit. 

Stanton House: 01865 358807 



Love and thankfulness, freemasonry in the Church, our right to choose how the 
Church’s money is spent, progress on domestic violence and Paul’s miracle 


‘Clouds of nonsense’ 

Mrs G L Fellows of Aylesbury 
is to be congratulated for her 
honest opinions about whether 
poverty causes ill-health. Her 
phrases ‘loving parents’ 

‘worked hard’ and ‘healthy and 
happy’ were a light, shining 
through the clouds of nonsense 
that we that we hear now, such 
as lack of money drives people 
to commit crimes. 

How right she is in stating 
that conditions are now 
much better for all; but might 
I add that love and thankful- 
ness are in great decline. 

Mrs Florence Bishop 
Chipping Norton 


Serving two masters 

If one was ever to venture to 
Grand Lodge in London one 
evening you would see many 
members entering the Grand 
Temple wearing dog collars. 
Is this some festive fancy 
dress occasion? Certainly not 
- it is Church of England 
Clergy attending yet another 
regular ceremonial meeting 
of the Great Architect, 
namely Freemasonry. 

Perhaps they attend due to 
their sense of ‘pride’ in 
belonging to one of the old- 
est clubs, which has ‘Royal’ 
connections. 

Whatever their motivation 
our clergy are actively 
involved in the occult 
(which means hidden) in 
which they will swear insidi- 
ous oaths to an unknown 
deity. Freemasonary gives 
no place to Jesus. 

Jesus had something to say on 
the matter. Matthew 6:24 ‘No 
man can serve two masters: 
for either he will hate the one, 
and love the other; or else he 
will hold to the one, and 
despise the other. He cannot 
serve God and mammon.’ 

Any believing Christian would 
confirm that in the spiritual 
realm we cannot pay honour 
to both Jesus and other deities. 
So why do we have this 
hypocrisy amongst our leaders? 


We need to pray for our clergy 
and to.ask them to be honest 
and declare whom and what 
they follow. We need to ask the 
Holy Spirit to reveal and heal 
our Church and to save our 
leaders if we love them as Jesus 
said we should. 

Ray Crossman 
Reading 


Spending money 

When I worked in the City of 
London I was told that any 
budget is ‘a list of choices 
given a financial value’. For 
anyone reviewing the 
Diocesan Budget there is one 
simple question, ‘what are the 
choices that lie behind these 
figures?’. 

For six years in the 1990s I 
was member of the Planning 
and Budget Sub Committee, 
and we worked hard at set- 
ting up better communication 
between parishes/deaneries 
and the Diocese with regard 
to the Budget. The annual 
September consultations, the 
Green Book and cycle of 
Budget preparation with 
Diocesan Church House, are 
all the fruits of this work. In 
the last year as Area Dean 
though I am aware that the 
questions being asked by 
parishes are now different. 
The basic question being 
asked about the Diocese is 
not ‘how is the money 
spent?’, rather it is, ‘why is 
the money being spent in this 
way?’. Parishes in West 
Oxfordshire are questioning 
the choices that the Diocesan 
Budget represents. 

During the 12 years I was a 
member of Diocesan Synod, 
the Budget, once put to the 
November meeting, was 
never altered. The list of 
choices always remained the 
same. There is no process to 
alter the choices as 
expressed in the Budget. 

The context in which the 
Diocese operates has changed 
in the 1990s. Parishes are 
now paying their way and 


subsidising others within the 
Church, and thats no bad 
thing. Given this new situa- 
tion those paying the bills 
should have a much greater 
say in what the money is 
spent on. 

At the November Diocesan 
Synod it was noted that there 
is a direct link between the 
Deanery Shares and the num- 
bers on the electoral roll. Put 
simply the present Share 
Scheme in practice is a Poll 
Tax for parishes. In 2002 this 
will be roughly £200 per elec- 
toral roll member in each 
deanery. It is only right to ask, 
what do those paying wish the 
money to be spent on, where 
should my £200 go? 

Are we happy simply to go 
on making the same choices 
each year? Can’t we be 
more critical and creative in 
our choices? Can’t we have a 
say at the beginning of the 
budget process instead of just 
voting at the end? 

Cameron Butland 
Witney 


Domestic Violence 

As ypu know two copies of 
our leaflet on domestic vio- 
lence were sent to every 
parish early in October. We 
would be interested to hear 
from anyone who has made 
some progress in getting peo- 
ple to address this issue. 

How many parishes have 
taken some action? 

Discussed it? Preached or 
prayed about it? Made the 
leaflet available? How many 
binned the leaflet as not rele- 
vant to their parish? 

Why is this subject so 
uncomfortable, so painful, 
that we want to avoid it if 
we can? Why were there so 
few clergy at this CME 
course in the summer? Is it a 
fear of getting involved, or a 
sense of impotence, not 
knowing how to help, that 
makes us turn away from 
violent situations? Does it 
remind us of our own past 


experiences? 

It is hard to accept that vio- 
lence often occurs in the home, 
where we all expect to be safe, 
that it happens to people we 
know, churchgoers, people like 
ourselves. It is not just a dis- 
tant evil far away from our 
experience, but present in our 
communities, in ‘respectable’ 
Christian families. Let us do 
what we can to help. 

Jennifer Beresford 
Church Action on Domestic 
Violence Group 


Miracles still happen 

About a year ago I visited a 
local GP who advised that I 
urgently required a commu- 
nity psychiatric nurse as I 
was suffering from delayed 
depression caused by caring 
for an elderly, dementia suffer- 
ing, parent. Six months ago I 
was admitted to a local psy- 
chiatric hospital after over- 
dosing! Two months ago 
(and after being discharged 
and sent home, with no one 
to care/oversee me) my GP 
decided to stop giving me sick cer- 
tificates so I transferred from 
Income Support to Job 
Seekers Benefit. Unfortunately 
I have not received any bene- 
fits at all for the past six weeks! 
However I have never felt 
happier, stronger in my faith 
or healthier and would like to 
acknowledge the gratitude I 
feel towards all those local 
Church of England congrega- 
tions who showed me such 
compassion and support, and 
who still continue to pray for 
me. 

I am working as a volunteer for 
Reading’s ‘Save the Children’ 
Shop and applying for paid 
employment. So it is possible 
to travel through the dark- 
ness of deep suicidal depres- 
sion and with faith / prayer 
walk back into God’s glori- 
ous light once more. I am the 
proof that miracles do still 
happen. 

Paul Farmer 
Reading 


Could it be you? 


A day exploring God’s Call to full-time Christian ministry 

Saturday 23 February 2002 

at Wycliffe Hall, Oxford 
10.00am - 4.30pm 

with the Ven. Dr. Gordon Kuhrt (Ministry Division) 

and others 

The need for Christian leaders who know the gospel, and 
who also know the world they live in, has never been 

greater. 

If you feel that God might be calling you to this exciting 
and challenging life, then this day is for you. 


For further details, please contact 
Vicky Bancroft, Admissions Officer 
at Wycliffe Hall, Oxford OX2 6PW 
(tel: 01865 274205; e-mail: 
vicky.bancroft@wycliffe.ox.ac.uk) 


£ 


Jl WYCLIFFE HALL 

OXHlRP 


Are you someone who can make 
the impossible happen? 

Do you have a create, imaginative and unorthodox 
solution to the problem of meeting human need? 

Do you have an exciting and promising 
initiative that could transform people’s lives? 

If so, then visit 

w w w.c h ri sti a n initiative, o rg 

to find our more about our 
small grants programme 

‘Centenary Challenge’ 

or phone 01 865 2491 1 1 

Christian Initiative Trust 
Registered Charity 2551 87 







Courses Diocesan Prayer Diary 


Sonning Deanery 
1-3 February Moving On 
2002, the annual deanery youth 
weekend, is open to anyone at 
secondary school in 
Wokingham, Bracknell, 
Twyford, Wargrave and sur- 
rounding areas. A great oppor- 
tunity for kids to find answers 
to big questions, know Jesus 
better and make new friends. 
Cost: £40, location: Sunbury 
Court, Sunbury-on-Thames, 
Middlesex. The main sessions 
are organised by EXALT, the 
youth wing of the Saltmine 
Trust. Details from Peter Wells , 
(0118)377 6351 or email 
movingon@sonningyouth.f9. co. uk 

Bible Reading Fellowship 

6 February ‘The Promise of a 
Helper’. A quiet day exploring 
Jesus’ discussions with his disci- 
ples in the upper room on the 
night of his betrayal. With 
David Winter, 9.45 - 4pm, at 
Cold Ash Parish Church, £15. 
Details from BRF (01865) 
319704 

The Quiet Garden Trust 

21 February ‘True 
Wilderness’ using Lent to enter 
more deeply into the truth about 
yourself and God. Led by The 
Ven David Goldie, Archdeacon 
of Buckingham, 10 - 12.45pm at 
Stoke Park Farm, Stoke Poges. 
Details: (01753) 643050 

Music and Worship 
Foundation 

23 February ‘Instruments in 
Worship’ with Roger Peach, 1 - 
5pm at Christ Church 
Abingdon. Details Elizabeth 


Douai Abbey 
22 - 24 March Taking 
Responsibility for Ourselves and 
Others How do we relate to 
behaviour and responsibility? A 
chance to examine some ethical 
issues affecting others: wealth 
creation, marketing, media 
advertising, employment policies, 
redundancy, the unemployed. 
Details and booking (01 18)971 
5333 douiabby@aol.com 

Ark-T 

December 2 - February 17 

LIGHT is a mixed media exhibi- 
tion, joining together the work of 
Amy Wardell, Lisa Hancock and 
Anna Crook. LIGHT is an excit- 
ing culmination of prints, paint- 
ings, lighting and textiles inspired 
by translucence and colour. 
Ark-T Centre and Gallery , 
Crowell Rd, Cowley , Oxford 
0X4 3LN (01865) 773499 
Mon-Tues 12.30 - 2pm, Wed 10 
- 4pm , Fri & Sat 10 - 12am. 


Women in Mission 
‘Prayer - unlocking God’s 
resources’ Main speaker: Jane 
Holloway of the Evangelical * 
Alliance 

Tuesday 5 March 7.30 - 
10pm, Rye St Anthony School, 
Oxford. Contact: Helen 
Mitchell on 01865 513495 
Wednesday 6 March 7.30- 
10 pm, Union Baptist Church, 
High Wycombe. Contact: Linda 
Newton on 01844 260065 
Thursday 7 March 7.30 
-10pm, St Mary’s Church 
Charlbury, Oxfordshire. 
Contact: Jenny Alidena on 
01608 659076 


► r 

Cottesloe 
Christian Training 
Programme 
Tues 5, 12, 19 

Feb ‘Tough 

Questions’. Russell Stannard 
explores the tough questions 
‘Why evil?’ ‘Why suffering?* 

‘Why death?’. At Wing Village 
Hall, 8pm, £12. 

Sat 1 6, 23 Feb and 9, 23 
March 

‘Learning to Listen’ with 
Margaret Gateley and Roger 
James 10 - 3pm, £24. 

Wed 20, 27 Feb, 6, 13 
March 

introduction to Biblical 
Hebrew’ with David Gregg at 
Newton Longville Rectory 2.30 
-4.30pm, £16. 

Thurs 21, 28 Feb, 7 March 

‘A Rough Guide to Praying’ 
with Tom Thorp at St Albans 
Chapel, Winslow, 8pm, £12. 
Thurs 7 Feb ‘A Journey in the 
Presence of God’. A Quiet Day 
with Sister Judith OSB, Turvey 
Abbey 10 -4pm, £10.50. 

Wed 20, Thurs 28 Feb, 

Wed 6, Thurs 14, 
Weds‘Learning to Listen to 
God’ with Roger James, 

Westbury Vicarage, 8pm, £24 
Details: Revd Roger James , 
(01525)375109 
cottesloe@fish.co.uk 

Stewardship, 

Training, 

Evangelism and 
Ministry 

Tues 19, 26 Feb, 5, 12, 19 
March ‘Communicating the 
Gospel’. Exploring and evaluat- 
ing methods of evangelisation 
in the secular and pluralist 


It is good to give thanks to the 
Lord , to declare your steadfast 
love in the morning and your 
faithfulness by night. Psalm 92 

Let us pray to God our Father 
for: 

Fri 1 st Burnham and Slough 
Deanery as they prepare to move 
forward on the deanery pastoral 
plan - with fewer stipendiary 
clergy; new appointments in 
Farnham, Hedgerley and 
Cippenham and the appointment 
of a new area dean. For links 
between the churches and the 
muslim community and members 
of all other faiths who make up a 
significant proportion of the pop- 
ulation of Slough. For the area 
dean - Simon Brown: synod lay 
chairman - Jane Piggott: licensed 
lay minister - Michael Cockson. 

Sat 2 nd THE PRESENTATION 
OF CHRIST IN THE TEMPLE 
(CANDLEMAS) 

Christ Church Cathedral. For the 
Dean and Chapter and those who 
support them in their work. For 
all who visit the Cathedral and 
welcome them, especially those 
from overseas. 

THE SECOND SUNDAY 
BEFORE LENT 

Sun 3 rd Those who work in the 
emergency services, especially our 
local fire fighters and ambulance 
staff, and those dealing with 
flooding and snow, and those 
who grit and clear our roads. 

Mon 4^ Burnham Team 


Holmes: licensed lay minister - 
Brian Griffiths. Iver Heath: clergy 
- David Reynish: licensed lay 
minister - John Mitchell. Langley 
Marish Team Ministry: clergy - 
Jeremy Hurst, Ian Gooding, 
Christopher Hanson. 

Wed 6 Riverside Team 
Ministry: clergy - Bill Knight, 
Peter Abrahams, Carylle Deamer, 
Paul Reynolds, John Harper: full 
time youth worker - Kathryn 
Campbell: licensed lay worker - 
Norman Critchell: licensed lay 
ministers - Alison Hassall, Beryl 
Walters, John Hazelden, Rhoda 
Hazelden. 

Thurs 7^ Slough: clergy - Mike 
Cotterell, Margaret Harper: lay 
workers - Rebecca Gill, Wilson 
Gill: licensed lay ministers - Bill 
Birmingham, Richard Cholawo, 
Jim Dashper. Stoke Poges St 
Giles: Stoke Poges St Andrew’s 
Church Centre: clergy - Harry 
Latham: licensed lay minister - 
Richard Rooley. 

Fri 8 th Upto n-cum-Chalvey 
Team Ministry: clergy - David 
Miell, Derek West, Andreas 
Loewe, Allen Walker. 

Sat 9*^ West Slough Team 
Ministry: North Slough L.E.P: 
clergy - Jan Cotman, John 
Nicholson, Ruth Gostelow, Sean 
Healy, Joe Williams, Nick Plant, 
Nasief Kawar, Chris Collinge: 
licensed lay ministers - Bob 
Saunders, Connie Shaw, Allan 
Gostelow. Wexham: clergy - 
George Farmer, Alan Bignell: 
licensed lay minister - Peter Toms. 


jobs. 

Mon 11^ Newbury Deanery. 
For their deanery synod which 
met recently to approve their 
deanery plan and to hear Bishop 
Dominic speak on the ministry of 
healing. For their deanery healing 
ministry representatives - Lorelie 
Farmer and Vicky Russell. For all 
those on lent courses in the dean- 
ery. For their area dean - David 
Cook: synod lay chairman - 
Chris Watts. 

Tues 12^ Beedon and Peasemore 
w. West Ilsley and Farnborough: 
clergy - Antonia Cretney, 
Timothy Astin: licensed lay min- 
ister - Denise Brown. 
Brightwalton with Catmore, 
Leckhampstead, Chaddleworth 
and Fawley: clergy - John 
Townend 

Wed 13 th ASH WEDNESDAY 
Chieveley with Winterbourne and 
Oare: clergy - Colin Scott- 
Dempster. Eastbury with East 
Garston: clergy - William 
Stewart. 

Thurs 14^ Greenham: clergy - 
John Clarke: licensed lay minister 

- Brian Jones. Hermitage Team 
Ministry: clergy - John Coombs, 
Tess Ward: licensed lay ministers 

- Richard Betts, James Penglase, 
John Davies. 

Fri 15^ Hungerford with 
Denford, Newtown: clergy - 
Andrew Sawyer: licensed lay 
minister - Patricia Gray. 
Kintbury with Avington: clergy 

- Sally Welch: licensed lay min- 
isters - Geoff Maddov. 


isters - Michael Kerry, Elizabeth 
Pook. 

THE FIRST SUNDAY OF 
LENT 

Sun 17^ For our school children 
in our local schools, students and 
all who are being' educated - 
including those in adult educa- 
tion and on training courses. For 
our local teachers, school heads 
and governors, and all involved 
in education. 

Mon 18^ Shaw cum 
Donnington: clergy - Brian 
Taylor: full time youth worker - 
Mathew Stevens.Thatcham Team 
Ministry: Dunston Park L.E.P: 
clergy - Tom Moffatt, Moira 
Astin, Martin Robbins, Marion 
Fontaine: parish evangelist - 
David Scurr. CA. 

Tues 19^ Welford with 
Wickham and Great Shefford, 
Boxford and Stockcross: clergy - 
Nigel Sands. West Woodhay with 
Enborne, Hamstead Marshall, 
Inkpen and Combe: clergy - Julie 
Ramsbottom, Charles Pakenham. 

Wed 20 t ^ 1 Board of Education: 
chairman - Danny Sullivan: 
schools advisers: Oxon - Clive 
Sedgewick, Leslie Stephen: Bucks 
- Elizabeth Cracknell: Berks - 
Lyn Field. 

Thurs 21 st Board of Finance: 
chairman - Brian Newey: vice 
chairman - Michael Hardman. 
For all our P.C.C. Treasurers and 
Stewardship Recorders. 

Fri 22 nd Diocesan Buildings 


1 

elected at the forthcoming dean- 1 
ery synod elections. For the rural I 
dean - John Holbrook: synod lay I 
chairman - Stephen Corsby:* 
deanery youth worker - Irfana * 
Riffat. 

THE SECOND SUNDAY OF 1 
LENT 

Sun 24*^ Those who work in I 
mines and quarries, especially! 
those who work in our local sand I 
and gravel pits, and those who * 
mine the coals and minerals used 1 
to make the goods we enjoy. 

Mon 25*h Adderbury, Milton: | 
clergy - John Holbrook, Hazel | 
Scarr: licensed lay ministers - I 
Audrey Bayley, Basil Briggs. I 
Bloxham with Milcombe and! 
South Newington: clergy - John * 
Stroyan, David Childs: licensed " 
lay minister - David Exham. ~ 
Bodicote: clergy - Ben Phillips: J 
licensed lay ministers - Brian . 
Gardner, George Walker. 

Tues 26^ Banbury Group! 
Ministry with St Francis, St! 
Hugh, St Leonard, St Mary, St* 
Paul: clergy - John Hancock," 
David Jackson, Bruce Walles, J 
Janet Chapman, Edward: 
Coombs; Licensed lay minister - . 
Dennis Smith. 

Wed 27^ Shires Edge - Claydon, I 
Cropredy, Great Bourton, ! 
Mollington, Wardington: clergy - * 
Peter Atkinson, Lynda Alcock. ■ 
Deddington with Barford, Clifton 1 
and Hempton: clergy - Hugh White. J 

Thurs 28*^ Ironstone -| 
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let avaname rrom iorK 

Courses, PO Box 343, York, 
YQ19 5YB (01904)481677 


wonderful way to celebrate taster. 
Reduced rates students and chap- 
lains. Ring 01494 764479 or visit 
web page www.northemcross.co.uk 


details from Juliet Ralph 
(01865) 208282 


/ 
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What’s On is a free service for readers of The Door. If you would like your 
event included on the March DoorPost, send details in writing to the 
address below before the deadline 15 February. 


FEBRUARY 

1 GROVE February Special at 
Cornerstone, Saville Way, short- 
bread with tea or coffee £1.25. 
Details: (01235) 223867 
1 OXFORD Raised from the 
Dead - story of Ian 
McCormack, stung 5 times by 
the deadly box jellyfish, he visit- 
ed heaven and hell, at Magdalen 
College School, 8pm. Hosted by 
the Churches in Oxford. 

3 OXFORD 10am at University 
Church of St Mary the Virgin. 
Preacher: The Revd Dr Bernd 
Wannenwetsch ‘Medical aspira- 
tions in the light of Psalm 8. 

3 OXFORD Raised from the 
Dead - story of Ian 
McCormack, stung 5 times by 
the deadly box jellyfish, he visit- 
ed heaven and hell, at Cherwell 
Vineyard, 10.30am at Milham 
Ford School. Details (01865) 
433030. Also at St Clements 
Church, 6.30pm. 

3-10 BURFORD Snowdrop 
Sundays at the Priory, ground 
open and teas available, 2 - 
4.30pm. 

5 DEDDINGTON Being a 
Christian in Pakistan’ at 
Weslyian Church Chapel 
Square. Speaker: Irfana Riffat, 
Youth Worker for Deddington 
Deanery. Details: Hugh White, 
(01869) 349869 

9 HENLEY Henley Deanery 
Choirs’ Festival at St Mary’s 
Church, directed by Ralph 
Allwood (Eton). Evensong at 
5pm. 

9 CHESHAM Organ recital at 
St Mary’s Church with Martin 


Neary, former Organist at 
Westminster Abbey. Details: 
(01494) 774270 

10 OXFORD 10am at 
University Church of St Mary 
the Virgin. Preacher: The Revd 
Paul Fiddes ‘The Grace of 
Humility’ 

13 IVER HEATH I am bored’ 
activity sessions for children. 
Looking at Garden Birds, 10.30 

- 12.30pm and 1.30 - 3.30pm. 
Details: Iver Nature Study 
Centre (01895) 270730 

14 OXFORD Wesley Memorail 

Methodist Church lunchtime 
talk by Stephen Penrose, 
Chaplain Chelsea and 
Westminster Hospital 

‘HIV/AIDS in UK. Soup lunches 
from noon. 

15 IVER HEATH Art Classes 
for Everyone. Drawing and 
water colour led by Chris Hale. 
10 - 2pm. Details: (01895) 
270730 

16 LONGWICK Art Exhibition 
at Cof E Combined School, 
Walnut Tree Lane, 10 - 5pm, 11 

- 4pm on 17 Feb. 

21 OXFORD Oxford Council 
of Christians and Jews, Dr Brian 
Klug ‘Superseding Genesis: Peter 
Singer’s ‘New Vision’ of 
Humanity at the Friends 
Meeting House, 43 St Giles 
8pm. Details: (01865) 762156. 

22 FINGEST ( near Henley) 
Healing Service with laying on 
of hands and anointing at Holy 
Communion 10.15am. Details: 
(01628)476291. 

23 BIRMINGHAM Jesus 
Celebration at Aston Villa 


Leisure Centre 1 - 6.15pm. 
Details: 0700 00 53787 
23 HENLEY-ON-THAMES 

The Bisham Concert Band ‘Five 
o’clock Fanfare’. Christ Church 
URC, Reading Rd, 5pm. Details 
and tickets (01491) 574533 
27 TILEHURST Reading 
Concert Singers and Church 
Choirs at St Mary Magdalen 
7.30pm. Joseph and the 
Amazing Technicolour dream- 
coat, and supporting pro- 
gramme, £4.50. Details: (0118) 
9425290 


MARCH 



1 ABINGDON The Hudson 
Taylors Spring Tour with wor- 
ship leaders Noel Richards, 
Wayne Drain, Brian Houston. 
Fitz Harry’s School Hall. Details 
Roger Cole: 01235 530890 

1 GROVE March Special at 
Cornerstone, Saville Way, Hot 
Cross Bun with tea or coffee 
£1.25. Details: (01235) 223867 

1-17 OXFORD and READ- 
ING Christian Aid 
‘Positive/Negatives’ 


Photography Exhibition. A 
exhibition of personal pho- 
tographs taken by six HlV-posi- 
tive women in the Democratic 
Republic of Congo. The exhibi- 
tion coincides with Oxford’s 
International Women’s Festival. 
Borders Cafe. From the 19 -30 
March the exhibition will be at 
RISC, London Street, Reading. 
Details: Liz Kyte (01865) 
246818 

4 OXFORD Taize Worship and 
Fellowship Evening with David 
Haynes, St Clements Family 
Centre at 7.45pm. Details: 
(01865)427837 
10 OXFORD Corrymeela 
Service at University Church, 
3pm. Worship, music and 
speakers from the Corrymeela 
Community. 


The March issue of 


the Door 


will be ready for 
collection on 
22 February 


Services at Christ 
Church Cathedral 

Sundays 8am Holy 
Communion, 10am Matins 
and Sermon; 11.15am Sung 
Eucharist; 6pm Evensong. 
Weekdays 7.15am Matins; 
7.35am Holy Communion; 
1.05pm Holy Communion on 
Wednesdays only 6pm Choral 
Evensong 6pm Sung Eucharist 
on Thursdays or Saints Days 


Women’s World Day of Prayer 
Services in the Diocese 


Friday 1 March 2002 

The Christian Women of Romania 
invite you to join them in a prayer on 
the theme 'Challenged to Reconcile' 

Botley Baptist Church 

10.30am - Speaker: Mrs Dinah 
Reynolds 

Wolvercote Church 

12.30pm. Speaker: Sue Smith 
and Ros Ward 

St Matthews Church, Oxford 
2.30pm. Speaker: Mrs Lyn 
Booker 

St Ebbes Church, Oxford 
1.30pm. Speaker: Mrs 
Deborah Flint 

John Bunyan Church, Cowley 
2.30pm. Speaker: The Revd 
Penny Joyce 

Headington Baptist Church 

10.30am. Speaker: The Revd 
Linda Wiseheart 

Northway Evangelical Church, 

Marston, 2pm. Speaker: Dr A. 
Popescu 

Trinity Church, Abingdon 
10.30am. Speaker: The Revd 
Tim Hewes 


St Giles Church, Standlake 
7.30pm. Speaker: Sister 
Frances Dominica of Helen 
House 

St Oswald’s RC Church, 

Burghfield Common, 2pm. 
Speaker: Mrs Ciaran Rimmer 

Gold Hill Baptist Church, 

Gerrards Cross, 10.30am. 
Speaker: The Revd Roberta 
Rominger. 

Stony Stratford Baptist 
Church, Milton Keynes 
10.30am 

Loughton Baptist Church, 

Milton Keynes 
10.30am 

Church of Christ the 
Cornerstone, Milton Keynes 
12.30pm 

Cowper Memorial Church 
URC, Olney, 2.00pm. Speaker: 
Mrs June Perkins 

Simpson Church, Milton 
Keynes, 7.30pm. Speaker: The 
Revd Janet Conway 

Baptist Church, Princess 
Risborough, 2pm. Speaker: 

The Revd Peter Dudeney 


Notices 


MAKE YOUR CURRENCY 
COUNT 

As many countries in Europe 
change over to the Euro, the old 
currency will no longer be accept- 
ed after February 2002. You won’t 
be able to spend that foreign cur- 
rency - make sure it doesn’t go to 
waste - donate it to Christian Aid. 
You can donate coins and notes. 
Although the currencies listed will 
no longer be in use after February 
2002, you can make your dona- 
tions at The Co-operative Bank 
(www.co-operativebank.co.uk) 
until May 2002. Christian Aid’s 
website www. christian-aid. org.uk 
has up-to-date information about 
the appeal. 

ORGANIST REQUIRED 

Holy Trinity, Headington 
Quarry are looking for some- 
one with wide musical sympa- 
thies to lead our large and 
enthusiastic congregation in 
worship. Generous honorarium 
and fees. Apply to the Revd 
Tom Honey (01865) 762931 
tom.honey@ukonline.co.uk 


BBC RADIO OXFORD 95.2 
BBC RADIO BERKSHIRE 
104.1 

Enjoy your Sunday Breakfast 
Sundays 6 - 9am 
Local religious views, 
church news, 
favourite hymns 


MEN’S SHOES 

Campsfield House Immigration 
Detention Centre has an urgent 
need for men’s shoes in all 
sizes. They can be delivered to 
Visitor Control at the gate, or 
Fr Seraphim, the Chaplain, will 
collect if no transport is avail- 
able. No steel toe caps or buck- 
les please. Further details from 
the Chaplain (01865) 845725 

A SEARCH FOR SHIPMATES 

Organisers of a church service 
are trying to trace former crew 
members of HMS Heythrop, a 
Hunt Class Destroyer sunk in 
1942. They want to invite them 
to a Commemorative Service to 
be held in St Nicholas Church 
Heythrop, near Chipping 
Norton, at 3pm on Wednesday 
20 March - the 60th anniversary 
of the sinking of the ship. If you 
would like more details, contact 
Bob Parfitt (01494) 882420 

WHEN DOES YOUR CHURCH 
HAVE ITS SERVICES? 

The Revd Martin Flatman of 
Oxford Brookes Chaplaincy is 
compiling a list of churches 
across the city, so that students 
can be welcomed to one near 
where they live. Please let him 
know: 

Church name, principal Sunday 
and service time. Contact details: 
meflatman@brookes.ac.uk 
(01865)750463. 



The DoorPost is a supplement to 
The Door and is published by 
Oxford Diocesan Publications Ltd. 


The Door is published ten 
times a year (not August 
or January) and is distributed 


free of charge to churches in 
Berkshire, Buckinghamshire 
and Oxfordshire. 


Editorial address: The Door, 
Church House, North Hinksey, 
Oxford 0X2 0NB. 


Telephone: 01865 208227 
Fax: 01865 790470 


Email: 

door@oxford.anglican.org 









Nationwide Mediation 


TAKING COST FROM CONFLICTS 


SEPARATING OR DIVORCING? 


Call us first for a FREE initial consultation 

0800 781 1230 

Or visit our website: . . 

www.mediationuk.com 

♦ Live Disputes 

♦ True Stories 

♦ Real People 

Nationwide Mediation, Wellesley House 
7 Clarence Parade, Cheltenham, GL50 3NY 
Tel: 01242 256747 Fox: 01242 221138 



Nationwide 

Mediation 



Caught up in the trauma of separation or divorce? 

NATIONWIDE MEDIATION can take the pain out of the crisis 

Who best to help you settle your finances ... a lawyer or a professional 
mediator? Pamela Brown, Nationwide Mediation's director of public 
relations, helps you to make that vital decision . 

Yesterday s choice may have been to engage a lawyer. The reality of the lawyer versu 
lawyer scenario often leads to delay, confrontation and spiralling costs with the 
prospect of stressful court appearances. Is it time to re-think ? 

Nationwide Mediations team of professionally trained mediators now settle 
matrimonial disputes within fixed time-scales and costs. One impartial mediator see < 
both husband and wife separately which avoids confrontation, reduces stress and 
facilitates negotiation. 

Firstly, all relevant information concerning family and finance is collected and pieced 
together to create a complete picture. Key issues concerning children to the 
marriage, t he split of assets and maintenance payments are then explored and 
discussed. Husband and wife independently have a say in the outcome which must b 
seen by both as fair and reasonable. Having reached a settlement, clients are ready i 
sign a formal contractual agreement, prepared by the company’s specialist legal tear 

One such client from Swindon, who recently signed a Deed of Separation, said: 

“ When I think of all that’s happened over the month or so, I can honestly say that 
Nationwide Mediation has completely turned my life around. 

“At the time of separation, I gained little comfort from a consultation with a family 
lawyer. I remember my feelings of relief and renev/ed hope when I learned about the 
unique services offered by Nationwide Mediation - the whole approach made so muc 
sense. 

“A couple of months later, my husband and I signed a legally binding contract, within 
the agreed budget and time-scale. Choosing a professional mediator rather than a 
lawyer to resolve our difficulties probably saved us in the region of £20,000. I can 
honestly say that all the family, including our children, have benefited - my husband 
and I are now ready to move on independently with positive feelings for the future. ’ 

For further information please contact Dawn Mountain on 

FREEPHONE 0800 781 1230 

Please visit our website: www.mediationuk.com 


You can always depend on our church 
insurance. 

Established as the Anglican insurer in 
1 887, our knowledge is specialised and 
unrivalled. But, we care so much about the 
Church that we share our profits with it. 

Our contributions go towards projects 
which are in need of finance, like creating a 
cafe and advice centre for a church in Bath. 

This is just one way in which we 
demonstrate the total commitment we 
make to you. 



ECCLESIASTICAL 


INSURANCE YOU CAN BELIEVE IN 


MEMBER 




All that I have 
I share with you 



Telephone: 0845 777 33 22 
www.ecclesiastical.co.uk 


General insurance 




t 



Sharing Life at 
the Convention 


The Oxford Diocesan Convention in High Wycombe from 11-13 July 2002 
is a key event K offers boundless ideas, opportunities and above all a 
chance to deepen our shared life 

Alan Wilson, Chairman of the Planning Group (pictured), writes: 


Many people around our 
Diocese recognise that God 
is doing something new 
among us. The Diocesan 
Convention will be a 
tremendous way to catch up 
on what is happening, think 
about what could be hap- 
pening, and to discern the 
way forward. 

How will it work? People 
most involved in ministry 
and leadership in their 
church can engage in depth 
with the themes of Sharing 


Life on Thursday and 
Friday, through an 
integrated programme of 
world class speakers, 
seminars and workshops. 
The programme for these 
two days is divided into 
four tracks and full details 
are included in this 
supplement and on the 
Convention website. I 
expect this learning to be 
well resourced, with an 
opportunity to network 
with others from all over 
our Diocese. 


On Saturday we gather in 
greater force, including peo- 
ple who couldn’t come in 
the week, to learn, share 
and celebrate the themes of 
Sharing Life. The whole 
Convention is going to be 
grounded in worship and 
prayer, culminating with a 
great Saturday Eucharist. 

The Convention will be held 
in Wycombe Abbey School 
which is a short distance 
from junction 4 of the M40 
and a short walk from the 



railway station. Some semi- 
nars will be held at 
Buckinghamshire Chilterns 
University College which is 
close to the school. 


Keynote 

speakers 


FRANCES YOUNG, a 

Methodist Minister is the 
mother of Arthur, a young 
man with severe mental and 
physical disabilities. She holds 
the Edward Cadbury Chair 


of Theology at Birmingham 
University Her last book, 
Face to Face was about the 
theology of suffering. 

KARL MOORE, a 

'Professor at McGill 


University, Montreal is a 
consultant to businesses 
such as Nokia, Volvo and 
United Biscuits and advises 
church groups on how to 
better manage change. 


dazzling array off speakers’ 



George Carey and Tony Campolo will speak on Saturday 13 July 



A warm welcome awaits the Bishop of K and K and John Bell 



Frances Young and Karl Moore are distinguished keynote speakers 



Alister McGrath & Lavinia Byrne will address post-modern issues 


The Diocesan Convention at a glance 



Track 1 

Centred on 
God, Father, 
Son and Holy 
Spirit 



Track 2 

Orientated 
towards the 
world and its 
needs 



Track 3 

Connecting to 
community 
and culture in 
new ways 



Track 4 

Serious about 

Christian 

discipleship 


Thursday 11th July 


Friday 12th July 


Saturday 13th July 


f 

9.30am 

Arriving and gathering in the 
large Marquee 

Arriving and gathering in the 
large Marquee 

9.45am 

Welcome by the Bishop 


10.00am 

Opening Worship led by John 
Bell and the Iona Community 

Opening Worship led by John 
Bell and the Iona Community 

10.30am 

Keynote address: Managing 
Change in Churches by 
Professor Karl Moore 

Keynote address: The 
Importance of Being Limited 
by Professor Frances Young 

12.00noon 

Choice of Track 1, 2, 3, or 4 

Seminars 

Choice of Track 1, 2, 3, or 4 

Seminars 

1.00pm 

Lunch 

Lunch 

2.20pm 

First workshop 

First workshop 

4.30pm 

Second Workshop 

Second workshop 

6.15pm 

Worship 

Worship 

7.30pm 

Evening meal and social time 

Evening meal and social time 

8.30pm -10.30pm 

No organised activities 

FRIDAY NIGHT LIVE 

V 


Late night worship with John 
Bell and the Iona Community. 


A 


Major programme 

of activities 
for 3500 people. 

Keynote speakers, 
exciting seminars 
and workshops, 
with activities 
for all ages and the 
Bishop of Oxford will preside 
at the Diocesan Eucharist 
There are more details 
on page three of this 
supplement and more to 
come on page 18 of 
the March DOOR. 


• On Thursday and 
Friday follow one 
Track each day. 

0 Choose from four 
seminars and 
the associated 
workshops. 

0 Come along with 
friends to the 
Saturday 

workshops and 
the final Eucharist. 
0 Turn to the inside 
pages for details 
of the Tracks, 

Friday Night Live 
and the Saturday 
Programme 
0 To book your 
place/s - go to 
the booking form 
or book online: 

www . oxford.anglican. org/co 
nvention 
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the unconventiona 


Each track focuses on a different aspect 



TRACK ONE 

Centred on &®& $ 
Father, Son, 
and Holy Spirit 

Thursday 11 July 

Seminars 

511 Wrestling with the Scriptures 
in a postmodern age Alister McGrath 
Exploring some promising ways of 
understanding the Bible, this will focus 
on issues raised for preaching and parish 
Bible studies. Alister McGrath is 
Professor of Historical Theology, 
University of Oxford and Principal of 
Wycliffe Hall Theological College. 

512 Apt liturgy Ann Morisy 
Much of our liturgy is obscure to 
those who have little contact with 
church life; apt liturgy is a way of 
forming liturgy around people's every- 
day struggles and hopes. Ann Morisy 
is Principal Community Ministry Ad- 
viser for the London Diocese and 
author of Beyond the Good Samaritan. 

513 Millennial spirituality and wor- 
ship in a postmodern world Andrew 
Gear & Mark Berry 

In the main the Church has failed to 
grasp the cultural importance the 
baby boomers, Generation X and the 
millennial generation. We will use 
some alternative worship to develop 
our understanding of the spirituality 


of the non<hurched generation, 
(mainly under 35). Andrew Gear is 
Diocesan Youth Adviser. Mark Berry 
is full-time youth worker for the 
GROW project in Wing, Bucks. 

S14 Wild Goose 

John Bell & Mairi Munro 
Understanding and shaping worship; 
valuing tradition while encouraging 
change. John Bell, Church of Scot- 
land minister and member of the Iona 
Community, has produced original 
collections of hymns, anthems and 
songs and is mainly concerned with 
renewal of congregational worship. 
Mairi Munro is an Associate Member 
of the Iona Community who has 
worked with Wild Goose Publications 
and spent a year with the Church in 
Malawi. Her main concerns are lay 
participation in worship and creative 
exploration of Scripture. 

Workshops 

(choose these on the day) 

1 The faces of God : exploration of 
Biblical images John Bell, Mairi Munro 

2 How far is Common Worship 
serving us in today’s society? 
Andrew Burnham, Bishop of Ebbsfleet 

3 Community ministry: a virtuous 
cycle Anne Morisy 

4 Samples from the wordsmithy: 
language of prayer Jim Cotter 

5 Personal prayer in a postmodern 
society Sister Frances Dominica 

6 Panel discussion Andrew Gear 
taking up themes of the seminar 

7 Soul, self, tribe and nation; disci- 
pleship and personal and cultural 
identity Robin Richardson, Diocesan 
Committee for Racial Justice 

8 Music with small congregations 
David Duvall, RSCM 

9 Love and happiness Larry 
Culliford, author of The Little Book 
of Happiness series 

10 Designing services of the Word 


Phillip Tovey, Portfolio Trainer 

11 The wisdom to listen Lynne 
Booker, Oxford Christian Insititute for 
Counselling 

12 Spiritual direction as a tool for 
the journey Lister Tonge, Chaplain 
Community St John the Baptist 

13 The Bible as a way in for seekers 
David Winter author, broadcaster 

14 Worship and the visual arts Chris 
Taylor, Team Vicar , Wheatley 

15 Multi-cultural worship and prayer 
Norman Critchell, SALEM project 

16 Worshipping together in an 
Ecumenical Partnership John Waller 
& Watling Valley LEP 

17 Understanding modern pagan 
spirituality: witchcraft, druidry, sham- 
anism and Christianity Richard 
Thomas, Communications Officer 

18 Children and Communion Jenny 
Hyson, Children's Adviser 

19 Religious life: its witness today 
Barbara Claire, Mother General St 
Mary's Wantage 

20 Poetry and spirituality Lance 
Peirson, one-man peformer 

After tea 

1 Using music to cross age ranges 
and cultures AYF young profession- 
als from Uganda 

2 Is this church used? Sharing the 
life of your church with tourists/ visi- 
tors Glyn Evans, Rural Officer 

3 Sermons that pack a punch 1 
Richard Coombs, Vicar of Burfbrd 

4 The ageing of our population 
Ann Morisy 

5 Am I praying properly? Sister 
Frances Dominica 

6 Poetry and spirituality Lance 
Peirson, one man show 

7 Maturing in Christ Dominic 
Walker, Bishop of Reading 

8 The wisdom to listen Lynne Booker 

9 Let’s take our coats off: younger 
children in church Felicity Randall, MU 


10 Travelling light, dwelling 
deep: model for spiritual disci- 
pline Philip Roderick 

11 Designing all-age Eucharistic 
worship Sue Booys, Dorchester Team 

12 Samples from the wordsmithy 
(as 4 above) Jim Cotter 

13 Celtic spirituality Josie Midwinter 

14 Designing and leading interces- 
sions Diane Clutterbuck 

15 Prayer and worship in an African 
context Kimberly/Kuruman Group 

16 Finding meaning through using 
non-audio media in worship 
Diocesan Council for the Deaf 

17 Boiler room experience: young 
people and prayer Andrew Gear 

18 Conversations with children: 
listening to their deep spirituality 
Peter Privett 

19 Using the Bible as a way in for 
seekers David Winter 

20 Making disciples through the 
liturgy Bishop Andrew Burnham 

Friday 1 2 July 

Seminars 

515 Small pilgrim places Jim Cotter 
A free-ranging vicar and publisher 
considers ways of using little-used 
churches beyond 'keeping them open 
for tourists' 

516 ‘Maturity is more elusive than 
it used to be’: a theology of child- 
hood for defining adult maturity 

Jerome Berriman 

The forces at work today to dissolve the 
self are themselves dissolved and devel- 
opmental theory is turned upside down, 
says the Director of the Centre for the 
Theology of Childhood, Houston and 
author of Godly Play. 

517 Coming alive in cyberspace: 
The Trinity and communications 
Lavinia Byrne 

A writer and broadcaster, who teaches 


Communications in the Cambridge 
Theological Federation, discusses new 
religious thinking made possible by 
our use of modern technology. 

S18The Spice Junction: some 
explorations in Eastern spirituality 

George Kovoor 

Tingle as you mingle in the bazaar of 
Eastern delights with your Indian 
Christubhakt. George Kovoor is Prin- 
cipal of Crowther Hall and Mission 
Education Director of the Church 
Missionary Society. 

Workshops 

(choose these on the day) 

1 Food, feeding, hospitality: Biblical 
exploration John Bell, Mairi Munro 

2 Christian broadcasting Lavinia Byrne 

3 Exploring silence Giles Charring- 
ton, Director 0CIC 

4 Samples from the wordsmithy 
Jim Cotter as 4 and 12 above 

5 Introduction to Godly Play 
Jerome Berriman 

6 Using multi-media in worship 
Andrew Gear, Dicoesan Youth Officer 

7 Experiencing Indian Christian 
worship George Koovor 

8 Living alone and praying alone 
Dominic Walker, Bishop of Reading 

9 The parish prayer group Beren 
Hartless, OLM Principal 

10 A Time to Heal: is the time right 
for your church? Hugh Kent, Dioc- 
esan Adviser in Christian Healing 

11 Ecumenism’s contribution 
Tony Dickinson, Bucks Ecumenical Officer 

12 Benedict for today Stuart Bums 
0SB, Abbot of Burford Priory 

13 Designing and leading the inter- 
cessions Diane Clutterbuck 

14 Theatre and the spiritual Chris 
Taylor, Wheatley Team Vicar 

15 How other faiths worship and 
pray Norman Critchell, SALEM 


16 Sermons that pack a punch 2 

Richard Coombs 

17 Charismatic spirituality John 
Leech, Anglican Renewal Ministries 

18 Practical resources for develop- 
ing church music David Duvall 

19 Children and spirituality Felicity 
Randall, MU President 

20 Praying with icons Bishop Basil 
Osborn 

After tea 

1 Music: a tool for discipleship 
AYF Ugandan young professionals 

2 Ploughs, lavender and apples: 
imaginative worship Glyn Evans 

3 Christian broadcasting Lavinia 
Byme 

4 Exploring silence Giles Charrington 

5 Faith journey Barbara Doubtfire 
Parish Development Adviser 

6 Considering links with a religious 
community? Joanna Coney 

7 Children and Communion Jenny 
Hyson, Children's Work Adviser 

8 Developing a 5-minute talk 
Phillip Tovey 

9 Religious life: its witness today 
Mother Barbara Claire 

10 The importance of the contem- 
plative-tradition Phillip Roderick 

11 Thematic services for special 
occasions Sue Booys 

12 Developments in spiritual direc- 
tion Lister Tonge 

13 Celtic spirituality Josie Midwinter 

14 Praying with icons Bishop Basil 

15 African worship Kimberley and 
Kuruman group 

16 Introduction to Godly Play 
Jerome Berriman 

17 Experience of worship using 
cell church model Andrew Gear 

18 Ways of praying with children 
Peter Privett 

19Taize worship in the parish 

Holy Trinity, Headington 

20 Can God be calling me? 

Vocations Network 



TRACK TWO 

Orientated towards 
the world 
and its needs 

Thursday 1 X July 

Participants would benefit most from tak- 
ing part in workshops which follow their 
chosen seminar. * Denotes where partici- 
pants should book for two worskhops 
which run consecutively 

FAMILY SUPPORT & 
PERSONAL ISSUES 

Seminar 

S21 Nurturing and supporting 
relationships in Church and com- 
munity Keith White 
An exporation of a variety of ways in 
which the Church can model relation- 
ships and support people in them. 
Keith White, a sociologist and the- 
ologian, leads a Christian community 
in London. 

Workshops Session 1 
W2101 What can help marriage 
preparation? Gary Rowlandson, 
Chairman of FLAME'S Marriage 
Education and Support Group 
W2102 Parenting skills in the 
parish Bekah Little, chair of 
FLAME'S Family Life Group 
W2103 Young people and peer 
relationships Sam Richards, 
Director of Oxford Youth Works 
W2104 Does Singleness = Prob- 
lems? Fran Francis, author of Ber- 
eavement Without Death. Mother of 
two daughters and a son with learning 
disabilities, Fran is long-term single. 
She is a project worker for PACT 
Workshops Session 2 
W2201 Understanding relation- 
ships in marriage Christine & 
Richard Marks 

W2202 Developing parenting skills 

Ivana Klimes, a founding member of 
Family Nurturing Network 


W2203 Young people and adults 

Sam Richards 

W2204 Three cheers for grandpar- 
ents? Michael Butler, Vice-chairman 
of the Christian Council on Ageing, 
looks at the challenge of being a 
grandparent today 

HEALTH 

Seminar 

522 The Church as a healing com- 
munity James Woodward 

An overview of changes in our unde- 
standing of health and the implications 
for our ministry. Dr Woodward has a 
long-standing interest in the relation- 
ship between health and religion. 

Workshops Session 1 
W2105 Ministry of healing Dominic 
Walker, the Bishop of Reading 
W 2106 Primary Care Trusts and 
the Church working in partnership 
Barbara Kennedy, Chief Executive, 
Milton Keynes PrimaPy Care Trust 
W 2107 Congregations and mental 
distress Margaret Coombs & Alice 
Hicks 

Workshops Session 2 
W2205 Psychological Aspects of 
Pastoral Care Beau Stevenson, Dio- 
cesan Pastoral Care Advisor 
W2206 Does he take Holy 
Communion? Ian Cohen and Paul 
Smith. A workshop on disability 
W2207 Communication with deaf 
and hard of hearing people Janice 
Barnett 

MINISTRY IN ALL AREAS 
OF LIFE 

Seminars 

523 Building hope now: working 
with children and young people in 
the Diocesan family of schools 

Danny Sullivan 

Diocesan Director of Education and a 
trained primary teacher with a special 
interest in children's spirituality 

524 Relating faith and work 

Richard Higginson 

Lecturer in Ethics and Leadership 

and Director of the Ridley Hall 

Foundation 

Workshops Session 1 

W2108 A tangerine is not a small 
orange: the mission and work of 
the rural church Glyn Evans & col- 
leagues 

W2109 Good news and the poor: 


Sharing Life in our Urban Priority 
Areas Diocesan Urban Priority 
Action Group (UPAG) 

W2110 What my faith means to 
me Wycombe Sharing of Faiths 
(starts 1pm with shared lunch) 
W2111 Vocations for all Hilary 
Unwin, Diocesan Adviser for 
Accredited Lay Ministry 
Workshops Session 2 
W2208The future of the country- 
side Peter Carruthers 
W2209 ‘Perfected in weakness’ : 
the powerlessness of God James 
Ramsay 

W2210 Help! Tm stressed, are 
you? Doris Swinbank 
W2211 The workplaces on your 
doorstep Nick Parish on howto 
become a voluntary chaplain 

MONEY MATTERS 

Seminar 

S25The distribution of income, 
poverty and debt Andrew Dilnot, 
Director of the Institute for Fiscal 
Studies and presenter of Radio 4's 
Analysis programme 

Workshops Session 1 
W2112 Advising people with debt 
problems Sandy Moreton and 
Heather Cassidy 

W2113 Credit unions and commu- 
nity development Jim Hewit 
W2114 The key to the Welfare 
Benefits System Alison Le Jeune 
W2115 Why does our money sys- 
tem always make the rich richer 
and the poor poorer? Martin 
Conway, Chairman of B$R 
Workshops Session 2 

W2212 'But what Is that amongst 
so many?' Low-cosi community help 
Malcolm Bagnall 

W22B Trade justice MarandaSt 
John Nicolle, Co-ordinator of Christ- 
ian Concern for One World 
W2214 The Gospel and the rich: 
the use and abuse of power Norman 
Russell, Paul Williams & lay members 
from Gerrards Cross St James. 
W2215 The why and how of ethi- 
cal investment The Christian Ethical 
Investment Group 

Friday 1 2 July 

POVERTY 

Seminars 

S26 Life Divided: Poverty in the UK 


Hilary Russell 

The Deputy Director of the European 
Institute for Urban Affairs, Liverpool 
John Moores University is also 
author of Poverty Close to Home - A 
Christian Understanding 
Workshops Session 1 
W2301 Doing social audits: being 
accountable and staying alive Peter 
Hobbs, Community Projects Manager 
for Parents and Children Together 
W2302 People before Structures 
Andrew Mawson, Founder and Exec- 
utive Director of the Community 
Action Network (CAN). 

W2302 You cant eat the scenery 
Glyn Evans, Jackie Simpson & Abby 
Thomas examine the issues of rural 
disadvantage 

* W2304 Skills for sorting priori- 
ties: organising the mind Bob 

Saunders (should be taken with the 
workshop listed under Session 2) 

Workshops Session 2 
W2401 Community project devel- 
opment and funding Phillip Knight 
W2402 Churches in community 
partnerships Stephen Norrish 
W2403 Help for homeless families 
and single people David Belton 
*W2404 Skills for sorting priori- 
ties: the helicopter view Bob 
Saunders ( should be taken together in 
sequence with that listed under 
Session 1) 

JUSTICE 

Seminar 

S27 Coping with Conflict 

David Faulkner 

Senior Research Associate at the 
University of Oxford Centre for 
Criminological Research, explores the 
strengths, weaknesses and limitations 
of the criminal law and the criminal 
justice process. 

Workshops Session 1 
W2305 Raising awareness of the 
issues around domestic violence 

Mary Phillips, experienced social worker 

W2306 Conflict resolution in 
prisons Kimmett Edgar 
W2307 Family group conferencing 

Nova Owen 

Workshops Session 2 
W2405 Women and self-esteem 

Jennifer Beresford, author of Creating 
Confidence in Women 

W2406 Young people and restora- 
tive justice: more than a criminal 


case Jon Steel, Oxford Youth Works 

W2407 Listening, refraining, resol- 
ving: mediation skills for everyday 
life Charles Hampton Please come 
prepared to share something of your 
own experience, and willing to leam 
from one another 
GLOBAL ISSUES 
Seminar 

528 Links and issues within the 
worldwide Church 

Itumeleng Baldwin Moseki 
The Bishop of Kimberley & 

Kuruman, seeks to link with others as 
his rural Diocese, despite its few res- 
ources, experiences spiritual growth 
Workshops Session 1 
W2308 HIV/AIDS and the Church 
Paula Clifford, writer and co-publica- 
tions manager for Christian Aid 
W2309 What should be our rela- 
tionship with the environment? 
Claire Foster, Assistant Secretary for 
Science, Medicine and Technology at 
BSR, Church House, Westminster 
W2310 Environment issues for the 
local church Adrian Hopwood 
W2311 Breaking Precious Things 
Gill Poole, CMS Regional Coordinator 
Workshops Session 2 

W2408 A theology of campaign- 
ing? Rebecca Dudley 
W2409 What should be our rela- 
tionship with the environment? 

Claire Foster (as above) 

W2410 Interfaith Issues Munib 
Younan, Lutheran Bishop of Jerusalem 
W2411 Globalisation: What challen- 
ges for the world's religions? Wendy 
Tyndale, World Faiths Development 
Dialogue 

EQUAL OPPORTUNITIES 

Seminar 

529 Celebrating diversity 

Joanna Foster 

Chairman of the Work and Life 
Forum at the Industrial Society and 
formerly of the Equal Opportunities 
Commission 

Workshops Session 1 
* W2312 Racism awareness in 
British churches Jerome Mack will 
examine personal and institutional 
discrimination as it affects religious 
groups. This workshop should be taken 
together with W2412 in Session 2. 
W2313 Being Black and Asian in 
the Church of England Beverley 
Ruddock, Chairman of Diocesan 


Committee for Racial Justice 

W2314 Disability Discrimination 
Act: issues for churches Mary 
Saunders, Secretary Diocesan 
Advisory Committee, Vice-Chairman 
Council for the Care of Churches 
W2315 'Are we an inclusive 
parish? 1 Ian Cohen, member of the 
Diocesan working party on Equal 
Opportunities 

Workshops Session 2 
* W2412 Racism awareness in 
British churches Jerome Mack. This 
workshop should be taken together in 
sequence with W2312 under Session 1 
W2413 ‘But surely it isn’t an issue 
any more?' Women, equal opportuni- 
ties and the Church Anne Borrowdale 
W2414 Disability Discrimination 
Act: issues for churches Mary 
Saunders (as above) 

W2415 Using collaborative lan- 
guage Carolyn Boulter introduces 
recent research into collaborative lan- 
guage 

CHURCH INTERFACE WITH 
PUBLIC BODIES 
Seminar 

S30 How Christians can be invol- 
ved in changing the face of Britain 

Pam Priestley, 

Member and former leader of 
Wycombe District Council, 

Chairman of the Association of 
Councils of the Thames Valley 
Region, member of the Executive of 
the SE England Regional Assembly 
Workshops Session 1 
W2316 Christian involvement in 
politics Andrew Inchley, member of 
the National Executive of the 
Christian Socialist Movement 
W2317 Strengthening communi- 
ties: working together for commu- 
nity safety Sue Raikes, Chief 
Executive, Thames Valley Partnership 
Workshops Session 2 

W2416 Relating faith to regional 
structures David Grimwood, review- 
ing the story of the SE England Faith 
Forum so far, and its future hopes and 
plans 

W2417 Press gang...? Howto use 
the media to influence decision-mak- 
ers Richard Thomas, Diocesan 
Director of Communications 
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of faith. Choose one of these to follow. . 



TRACK THREE 

Connecting to 
community and culture 
in new ways 

Thursday 1 1 and 
Friday 1 2 July 

Same programme 
each day 

Track three aims to explore principles 
that are applicable to every situation 


Seminars 

531 Encounters on the edge 

George Lings 

George Lings heads the Church Army's 
Sheffield Research Centre. From his 
wide experience and research he will 
look at the ways in which God's Spirit 
seems to be developing his Church 

532 The paradigm story 

Bill Bolton 

He established the world's first 
Innovation Centre and is now Unesco 
Professor for Entrepre-neurship in 
South America. He will explore the 
current fundamental cultural shift and 
the questions it raises for the Church 
" and Christian mission. 

533 Spirituality, creativity and the 
future of the Church John Drane 
Head of Practical Theology at the 
University of Aberdeen, will explore 
the increasing sense of spirituality 
within our culture, and suggest how 
the Church could connect with this in 
new ways 

534 Luminous mission (Thursday 
only) Stephen Cottrell 

A Canon at Peterborough Cathedral, 
who has responsibility for building the 
congregation and is an associate 


member of Springboard, has a partic- 
ular interest is spirituality for mission 
and how the Church can connect with 
the mission heart of God. 

Workshops 

The Thursday workshops are 
repeated on Friday; the second 
number by each refers to the 
Friday workshop. There is a named 
leader but each workshop will be led 
by a team working together. 

W310I/3201 Creating Church in 
the workplace Graham Choldcroft, 
Area Manager for the Thames Valley 
Crown Prosecution Service. Is it pos- 
sible to build authentic church in the 
workplace? 

W3102/3202 Understanding the 
workplace Ken Barnes, Vice- 
President of an American Company. 
Many firms are beginning to see the 
need for a spiritual dimension within 
work. What does this mean for 
Christians? 

W3103/3203 Building spiritual 
capital Bill Bolton People speak of 
economic and social capital. Is there 
the possibility of building spiritual 
capital? How do we release the entre- 
preneurial gift in the people of God? 


W3104/3204 Understanding evan- 
gelism Richard Zair, Regional 
Director of the Church Pastoral Aid 
Society. How do we view evangelism 
in a rapidly changing culture and 
develop appropriate and effective 
strategies? 

W3105/3205 Singing the Lord’s 
song in a strange land Richard 
Thomas, Director of Communications 
for the Oxford Diocese. How can we 
leam to tell the Good News afresh to 
this and every generation? 
W3106/3206 Learning from the 
New Age What are the positive 
things the cultural changes are saying 
to us? How do we listen to them, and 
then work out their implications? 
W3107/3207 God’s gifts for God’s 
people Don Brewin, UK Director of 
SOMA, Sharing of Ministries Abroad. 
How do vre develop true collaboration 
and encourage gifts to be discovered 
and used? Are there lessons from 
around the world? 

W31083208 Discovering new 
ways of being Church George 
Lings. All of us have been shaped in 
our understanding of being Church by 
the past culture and thinking. What 
are the new things God's Spirit may 


be showing to us, and how do we 
respond? 

W3109/3209 Being Church in a 
multi-faith society Arun Kumar 
How do we name the name of Jesus 
in a diverse culture? 

W3110/3210 Church is dull 

Si Smith, a former teacher turned 
illustrator who founded Holy 
Unsuitable to connect with Gener- 
ation X. Institutions and organisa- 
tions are increasingly seen as irrele- 
vant How do we create Church that 

W3111/3211 Creating network 
Church People now discover commu- 
nity and 'being' in many different 
places. How can we respond in imagi- 
native and creative ways? 
W3112/3212 Excellence, creativity 
and imagination Simon Baker, who 
created artwork for a BBC presenta- 
tion exploring the concept of God as 
Light So much of what we do as 
Church is second rate. How can we 
rediscover God's gifts of creativity? 
W3113/3213 Creativing prayerful 
worshipping communities Katrina 
Hartley, who has a passion for creat- 
ing imaginative experiences of wor- 
ship. How do we discover true adora- 


tion and allow God to reveal his glory 
through us? 

W3114/3214 The two-winged bird 
can fly 

Steve and Diane Eyre, who have been 
developing the cell church in the 
Thame Valley Team. What part do 
small groups have to play in the 
Church of the future? 

W3115/3215 Being a church but 
not a congregation 
Tess Ward, Curate with the Hermitage 
Team. Is it possible to be Church in 
flexible and ephemeral ways? What 
might this mean and how might faith 
and community be expressed? 
W3116/3216 A toolbox for change 
Chris Neal, our Diocesan Director of 
Evangelisation and Team Rector in 
Thame. How does change take place 
and how do we build church for the 
new cultures without devaluing the 
old? Is there a 'tool kit' available? 


Convention website 

www.oxfordanglican.org/convention 



TRACK FOUR 

Serious about 
Christian discipleship 

Thursday 1 1 and 
Friday 1 2 July 

Friday will be a repeat of Thursday 

Track 4 only: each day choose one 
seminar and one workshop (each 
workshop lasts for two sessions) 


Seminars 

541 Leadership in the midst of 
Change Professor Karl Moore 

On Thursday this will be a follow up 
to his keynote address and will 
include further reflections and work- 
shop activities. 

542 How creativity and innovation 
can transform the impact of your 
mission Russell Chalmers 
Russell, a committed Christian and a 
member of the Salvation Army, is 
Managing Director of the Holst 
Group, who are Edward de Bono's 
European Distributors for all of his 
English language training. This inter- 
active workshop will be based on the 
creativity and thinking tools and tech- 
niques developed by Dr Edward de 
Bono. This will be linked with Dr de 
Bono's approach to parallel thinking 
and collaborative exploration (The 
Six Thinking Hats). Hands-on practi- 
cal experience will show delegates 
how meetings can be transformed and 


decision-making improved. It will be 
presented by where the de Bono tech- 
niques are starting to be used quite 
extensively. 

S43 Leadership for the journey 

Rob Mackintosh and Jenny Joice 
The aim of this seminar is to enhance 
the ability to manage change The ses- 
sions will be experiential and use 
group-work with action, discussion 
and feedback. Jenny Joice is Network 
& Development Director of the Lead- 
ership Institute. Rob Mackintosh, 
Rector of Girton, is Executive 
Director of the Leadership Institute, 
Cambridge. 

The Content for Thursday will 
include: The Inner Journey - finding 
direction; finding time. The Outer 
Journey - leadership for when things 
change; leadership in conflict and 
communication; leadership for team- 
work. The Next Stage of the Journey. 
Content for Friday: The Inner 
Journey - learning styles and identity; 
clarifying your core purpose and 


defining your personal mission; the 
priority matrix - how to deal with the 
tyranny of the urgent in the 21st cen- 
tury! The Outer Journey - leadership 
styles; change process ; leading and 
managing organisational change and 
transition; communication skills and 
conflict management Next steps for 
the journey. 

S44 'A clarion call to the churches 

Mike Hill, Bishop of Buckingham 
Churches are called to be missionary 
congregations. What kind of leader- 
ship will be required to make such a 
transition? What kind of leadership is 
appropriate within the Christian com- 
munity? The seminar will attempt to 
handle some of these questions with 
reference to theology and contempo- 
rary material about leadership. 

Work sh ops 

1 Fewer clergy? Motivated laity? 
Want to know how to work 
together? Judi Shepherd, Parish 
Development Adviser for the 


Berkshire Archdeaconry will look at 
the practicalities of building a ministry 
team based on some biblical models. 
Judi holds qualifications in education, 
training and counselling 

2 ‘First to the Lord’: turning 
round giving in your Church David 
Haylett, Diocesan Stewardship 
Adviser, will help you to consider why 
the giving levels in your church are 
what they are and explore ways in 
which Sharing Life and being 'serious 
about Christian discipleship' are linked 
with the principles of 'First to the 
Lord'. This may show you how to 
release the financial resources you 
need to do the things you believe God 
is calling you to do. 

3 Healthy disagreement (resolving 
conflict in the parish) Anne 
Faulkner, Parish Development Adviser 
for the Buckingham Archdeaconry 
leads a workshop offering the oppor- 
tunity to work with our own experi- 
ence of addressing conflict in the 
parish and to consider discuss 


together how our individual practice 
might change to get more creative 
outcomes in conflict situations 

On Thursday 

4 Finding and releasing leaders 
under 30 Led by Mark Meardon, 
leader of the Eternity Youth Church 
based in Bracknell. This eight-year-old 
church has a ministry to 'build a com- 
munity in which Christians and non- 
Christians can experience God's love'. 
Raising up, training and equipping 
young people to lead and serve has 
been a key factor in the growth of 
Eternity. 

On Friday 

4 Finding and releasing leaders 
under 30 


Convention information 
phone line 
01252 873030 



• God is not Dead award 

Youth groups around the Oxford 
Diocese have been making a five- 
minute video/ audio. The prizes 
will be awarded tonight. 

• Tony Campolo 

A chance for a preview of 
Saturday keynote speaker. 


• A talk by Jill Garrett 

Jill Garrett, Principle Consultant 
for Europe for the Gallup 
Organization has worked with 
executive teams of international 
companies to help them work 
more effectively. She herself 
leads Junior Church at her local 
Baptist Church. 


Friday 
Night Live 


An evening of 
special attractions 

8.30pm 


Late night worship 
with John Bell and 
Iona 10pm 


VISIT THE LABYRINTH 

an interactive prayer walk (pic- 
tured left) designed by Youth for 
Christ for St Paul’s Cathedral. 
Based on the ancient labyrinths 
found in several European cathe- 
drals it is designed to respond to 
the current widespread interest in 
spirituality in our nation 


The Saturday Programme .... More details on page 18 of The March DOOR 


The Saturday Programme, 
13 July 

We can double the number of 
places of Thursday and Friday 
to 3500, offered on a first- 
come first-served basis 

Three very major attrac- 
tions are likely to be 

• The Archbishop of 
Canterbury with a major 
seminar and Biblical exposi- 
tion on Leadership in the 
Church in the 21st century. 

• Tony Campolo, one of the 

most arresting and challenging 
speakers on reconciliation 
and revitalisation in the 
Church and the community, 
will present the challenge of 
the Gospel to us personally, 
socially and structurally. 

• And the concluding 
Diocesan Eucharist with 
the Bishop of Oxford celebrat- 
ing and preaching will draw 


this whole event to a conclu- 
sion and set our course for the 
next stage in Sharing Life 

together. 

In addition you can attend 
a number of other major 
seminars 

John Bell and the Wild Geese 
Group from Iona will lead us 
into new experiences of worship. 

Jerome Berriman author of 
Godly Play will explore ways of 
communicating the Gospel in 
modern form. 

Lavinia Byrne controversial 
writer and broadcaster on spiri- 
tuality will lead us, in her own 
inimitable style, into styles of 
spirituality for today. 

John Drane, Head of Practical 
Theology in Aberdeen, believes 
the churches have become 
'stereotyped structures offering 
uninventive, pre-packaged wor- 


ship to a dwindling minority. But 
there are exciting opportunities 
for growth.... 

Joel Edwards, General Director 
of the Evangelical Alliance and 
increasingly in demand as a 
speaker and broadcaster, brings 
new perspective to the life of the 
churches in this country. 

Karl Moore, an acknowledged 
world leader in the realm of 
leadership will help us explroe 
the challenges, opportunities and 
distinctive insights of Christian 
leadership. 

Daleep Mukarji is Director of 
Christian Aid and a world- 
renowned speaker on develop- 
ment issues. His keynote semi- 
nar will challenge us on the 
response of Christians to the 
phenomenon of globalisation. 

Arthur Peacocke, an ordained 
scientist and Canon of Christ 
Church, is the foremost Christian 


apologist in the area of the rela- 
tionship between science and 
religion. 

Keith Ward is an expert on the 
relationship betweeen Christianity 
and other world faiths. 

Tom Wright, author and theolo- 
gian, will demonstrate how St 
Paul challenged the culture of 
his day and created a new cul- 
ture round the Gospel itself. 

And what else? 

Numerous other seminars and 
workshops under these four main 
headings relating to the key 
themes of Sharing Life. Some of 
these these will theoretical but 
others will be explore the themes 
through painting ,craft-work, 
puppets or drama. 

LIFE AND COMMUNITIES 

The confusing variety of commu- 
nities in which we live: faith at 
work, industrial chap- 


nity needs, family and neigh- 
bours, pubs clubs and colleges, 
clowning, drama, puppets, min- 
istry around leisure and leisure 
centres, elderly, disabled. 


LIFE AND SPIRITUALITY 

A range of approaches to prayer 
and developing our own and oth- 
ers' spiritual life.Use of dance, 
drama and quiet space. Making 
music in every shape and form 
from Iona to handbells; styles of 
liturgy and informal services, 
preparing them and leading them. 

LIFE AND TECHNOLOGY 

The media, news, humour, the 
portrayal of the Church; science 
and religion; moral maze; tech- 
nology and third wold develop- 
ment; ecology; the future of 
farming; ther use of the internee- 
websites and 'hands-on experi- 
ence'. 


LIFE AND THE WORLD includ- 
ing the World Church; drumming 
in worship; brothers and sisters 
from Kimberley and Kuruman; a 
choir from Uganda; the contri- 
bution of many partners in 
World Mission agencies; the 
opportunity to find a world per- 
spective on the life of the Church 
and its relation to the world. 

How to book for the 
Saturday programme 

Make sure your parish has a 
Convention Champion who is 

encouraging and co-ordinating 
bookings. Ask the Vicar if you 
don't know who it is! Then fill in 
the booking form on the website 
or use the booking form on the 
back of this supplement to indi- 
cate your preferences for the 
Saturday Programme. 

Canon Simon Brown is chair- 
man of the Saturday Planning 
Group 01628 604173 


laincy, rural commu- Convention website www.oxford.anglican.org/convention/ 
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OXFORD DIOCESAN 
CONVENTION BOOKINC FORM 


Parish / Deanery / other affiliation . 
Title Name 


M / F I Age if under 18 [_ 


The name you wish to appear on your name badge . 
Address 


Post Code . 
Fax 


. Telephone 
_ Email 


Dietary requirements . 
Disability needs 


s 

Wed 10th July 

Thur 11th July 

Fri 12th July 

Sat 13th July 

TOTAL 

Attendance £25 Thu/Fri 
£20 Sat 






Late fee £5 per day 






Friday night live 

£5 if not attending Thu / Fri 






Lunch £8 




If B&B Booked 


Evening Meal £10 






Bed & Breakfast £20 






Creche £12 (£6 half day) 






TOTAL 

V 





y 


The Late Fee will be incurred on bookings received after 1 April 2002 
Please indicate age of child requiring Creche facility 


OPTIONS TO BE BOOKED FOR THURSDAY AND FRIDAY 

Please indicate your chosen Track for each day. You may chose a different Track for each day or repeat the 
Track with different selections of Seminar and Workshops. To book a Seminar or Workshop, enter the title 
and booking code listed in the centre pages of this supplement into the form below. Note that the Workshops 
for Tracks 1 and 4 will be booked on the day and therefore do not have booking codes. The programme for 
Tracks 3 and 4 will be repeated on Friday whilst the programme for Tracks 1 and 2 will be different on each 
day. Please read the notes at the start of the information on Track 2 regardin j Workshop selection carefully if 
you are booking Track 2. 

THE SATURDAY PROGRAMME 

To help with planning please indicate your probable preferences for Themes on the Saturday. 


THURSDAY 

Track 


Seminar 


Workshop 1 


Workshop 2 

y 


FRIDAY 



Track 



Cfioose any 2 of the 
following 9 seminars 

Seminar 


John Bell 


Workshop 1 


Jerome Berriman 


Workshop 2 

J 

John Drane 



Joel Edwards 



(FRIDAY NIGHT ““ST] 

Karl Moore 


God's not Dead 
Video Project 


Arthur Peacock 


Keith Ward 


Tony Campolo 


Tom Wright 


Jill Garrett 

V 

l y 

Daleep Mukarji 

V 



SATURDAY 

Various activities will take place 
throughout the day including 


Archbishop of 
Canterbury 


Tony Campolo 


Choose either or both of 
the following options 


It would be helpful if you could 
indicate your probable preferences 
for Themes on the Saturday. 


Life and 
Communities 


Life and 
Spirituality 


Life and 
Technology 


Life and 
the World 


Please tick 2 Themes 


I wish to take part in the final Eucharist as a musician/singer. |YES/N0l 
Instrument Played 


iSoprano /Alto /Tenor/ Bassl (delete as appropriate) 

I enclose cheque for 


. made payable to ODBF 


Signature _ 


Date . 


Please complete one form for every person coming and return completed form/s to: Oxford 
Diocesan Convention, 5 Bainbridge Road, Calcott, Reading RG31 7 BE. 

There is an online booking service for the Convention at www.oxford.anglican.org/convention/ 
Information from this form will be fed into that system. You are most welcome to book directly on 
the web, where you can see at a glance whether there are still places available on your chosen 
seminars and workshops. 


All roads lead to High Wycombe 


High Wycombe was 

chosen for the Convention 
because it is easy to get 
to from all over the 
Oxford Diocese. By road 
leave the M40 by exit 4 
and follow A. 404 down 
Marlow Hill. High 
Wycombe Railway 
Station (Chiltern 
Railways) is a short walk 
from Wycombe Abbey 
School. There are regular 
direct trains from 
Banbury via Bicester, 
Thame etc. Enquiries to 
0870 5165165. Bus 
services include the 275 
and Jetlink buses from 
Oxford to High Wycombe 
Bus Station which is also 
within walking distance 
of the venues. 

Enquiries: High Wycombe 
Bus Company 01494 
5209841. 



Mark is championing the Convention 



MARK LEADBEATER, has taken up the 
role of a Convention Champion for the 
Wheatley Team Ministry. A Church Army 
Evangelist, Mark has been working as a 
youth minster to the Wheatley Team 
Ministry since 2000. The job of Champion 
is to give information about the Convention 
to people in the parishes, to organise book- 
ings centrally, as well as helping to arrange 
transport to the Conference venue in High 
Wycombe. If you have been appointed a 
Champion by your parish please sign up on 
www.oxford.anglican.org/convention or 
contact Dr Alan Wilson on 01252 873030. 


Some of your questions answered 


Where will the events 
take place? 



The main events will be at 
Wycombe Abbey School (old 
building pictured below right) 
in High Wycombe. The 
keynote addresses and final 
Eucharist will be in a giant 
marquee in the grounds with 
seminars and workshops hap- 
pening around the campus 
including in the music block 
and theatre (pictured above). 
Other parts of the programme 
will be located in the adjoining 
Buckinghamshire Chiltems 
University College. Both the 
school and the University 
College are at the bottom of 
Marlow Hill (A404). 

What if I can’t afford 
to come? 

Parishes and deaneries are 
encouraged to sponsor the 
people they want to be at the 
Convention. In addition there 
will be bursaries available. 
Contact should be made 
- through area deans. 


What if I have 
special needs? 

Please make clear on the 
form what your special needs 
are and we will do our best 
to meet them. In any case 
there we hope to have a team 
of signers on hand at least for 
the keynote addresses and 
seminars. There is wheelchair 
access to the main events and 
assistance dogs are of course 
welcome. If you have dietary 
requirements, please indicate 
in the space on the form. 

Can children come? 

Yes children are welcome. 
Professional child care is 
available on site at a sub- 
sidised rate of £12 per day 
for children up to the age of 
1 1 of those attending the 


What about young 
people ? 

All over the Oxford Diocese 
there are young adults under- 
taking important roles in 
ministry and leadership and 
we want the Convention to 
reflect this. There is no separate 
young people’s programme but 
there are aspects of the 
Convention designed to 
appeal to them such as the 
Labyrinth and the God’s not 
Dead Video Project. 




Convention. On Saturday 13 
July, every theme area will be 
providing family friendly 
activities suitable for children 
of all ages. Children will also 
be fully included during the 
Final Eucharist. 


Finally what’s it all 
going to cost? 

About £150,000 altogether. 

As long as reasonable num- 
bers of people turn up we 
plan to break even so that 
there is no additional charge 
to the Parish Share. We have 
deliberately kept the admission 
charge as low as possible to 
make it as easier for all our 
parishes to be represented. 


& 


This supplement was edited by Christine Zwart and designed by David Salmon. Much advice and help 
was provided by Jemimah Wright, Alan Wilson, Ann Trew, Keith Lamdin, Simon Brown, Mary Harwood, 
Richard Thomas, Clare Wenham and Mark Leadbeater. 
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TO ADVERTISE RING: 01527 588000 


Advertising 


Insure your treasures 



ensure your church is there 
for generations to come. 


By choosing Ecclesiastical household 
insurance, you are not only giving your 
valuables superb protection; you are 
also doing your best for your church. 
Our competitive household policy 


protects your personal possessions wherever 
they are - at home, away from home, 
even abroad.* That's not all. With every 
policy taken out we give a voucher worth 
£25 for you to give to your church. 


* Automatically covered with Right Home Policy and where portable possessions cover is selected 
with Right Home Plus. 



For a quotation call 0800 33 66 22 quoting reference VCHC 
Open Monday-Friday 8,30am-5.30pm 


( 0 ) 

ECCLESIASTICAL 

INSURANCE YOU CAN BELIEVE IN 

e-mail: household@eigmail.com www. ecclesiastical/insurance 


MEMBER 




General Insurance 

STANDARDS OOUNOl 


A £25 voucher will automatically lx* issued to the insured for each new household policy taken out under this scheme and a further £10 voucher will he issued 
upon each renewal Vouchers can be passed to the church of your choice for redemption in cash or against church insurance premiums. Vouchers will be 
dispatched within 30 days of policy purchase. This offer is not available in Northern Ireland or in conjunction with any other offer or promotion 
Promoter: Ecclesiastical Insurance Office pic. Registered Office: Beaufort House. Brunswick Road. Gloucester GLl 1J2. Calls may he monitored or recorded. 



Gerard Bahutunze, 33, 
married with three 
children 


Ezra Charles, 22, 
married with one child 


Dismas Ezekiely, 20, 
single 


Recruited by the Diocese of Tabora (1999) 


Trained and sponsored by Crosslinks (2000) 


Planting churches (2001) 





Esron Yuba, 23, single 


Japhet Shimanyi, 33, 
married with three 
children 


Nasoni Mhuta , 34, 
married with three 
children 


Your parish could team up with Crosslinks to help 
the Church grow throughout the world 


Call 020 8691 6111 and ask for details of the 
Bursaries Enabling Strategic Training (BEST) programme. 
best@crosslinks.org 


as Cwylrnkf 


Ctob’iMtotfob’i Uo*ib 


TO 

ADVERTISE 

TEL: 





Citroen Saxo £3,999 

1.1X * 3 Door • 1999/T • 
Choice of Colour • 35,000 
Miles • Radio Cassette • 
Rear Wash Wiper * 
Immobiliser • 


Ford Fiesta £3,999 

1.3LX • 5 Door • 1998/R « 
Red • 47,000 Miles « 
Sunroof * Radio Cassette * 

5 Speed • Rear Wash Wiper 


call now 01 14 255 4040 
or visit www.autosave.co.uk 


AUTOSAVE Ei 

Ivy House The Dale 
Sheffield S8 OPS 
I 0114 255 4040 
F. 0114 255 4949 

E. helpline(2>aulosave. co.uk 


Ref. DOOR 02.02 


SIMPLY THE BEST WAY 
TO BUY YOUR NEXT CAR 

£3,999 SPECIALS 


Nissan Micro 
£3,999 

1.0 Ally • 3 Door • 1998/S • 
Choice of Colour • 46,000 
Miles • Radio Cassette • 
Immobiliser * Rear Wash Wiper 
5 Speed * 


Price £3,999.00 

Deposit £ 99.00 

Balance £3,900.00 

Interest (APR 1 1.6%) £ 780.00 
Balance £4,680.00 

Credit Fee £ 95.00 

Option to 

Purchase Fee £ 50.00 

Total Balance Payable £4,924.00 

48 months at £ 97.50 


Send today for your 
FREE copy of the 
Autosave Information 
Pack (no stamp 
required) or for 
immediate attention fax 
0114 255 4949 

Autosave, FREEPOST, Ivy House, The Dale, 
Sheffield S8 0PG 

PEACE OF MIND 

Free delivery nationwide on all new 
and used vehicles. 

All vehicles are guaranteed by 
aur unique Used Car 
Programme with preparation to AA 
quality standards including 12 months 
AA Roadside, Relay, Relay Plus and 
Home Start cover, an AA branded 
report, 12 months Parts and Labour 
Warranty and a full HPI check allow 
you to rest assured. 

...all fully inclusive! 

AUTOSAVE SI 


AA 
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Time of your life 


God’s not dead! - Diocesan Youth Initiative 


ref? 


.W 

What does God mean to young people? 

The Challenge 

It's time for the Church to look 
forward and young people can 
help us see the way, if we listen 
to them. We want young people 
to be excited and fired up about 
Sharing Life and we want to enable 
young people to be able to express 
their passion and spirituality. 

How? 

By making a 5 minute video film or 
audio presentation. 

, Who is it for? 

i Young people aged 11-19. 


OVER the past few months, 
Synods, PCCs, and 
Diocesan Boards have all 
been discussing and making 
responses to Sharing Life. 
Hands up if you’ve included 
young people in these dis- 
cussions and plans! 

As Diocesan Youth Adviser, 
it has consistently been my 
experience that most adults ini- 
tiatives looking at the future of 
the Church fail to include the 
one group who might offer us 
the insights we are seeking. We 
are all aware that Church con- 
gregations are not getting any 
younger. If we are asking how 
to build bridges between the 
world aged under 30 and the 
church, (which is mostly over 
45), then I believe that young 
people can be the guides who 
can reveal the future shape and 
form of the Church in this 
country. So, we have to find a 
way to hear what they are say- 
ing, hence - God’s not Dead! 

God’s not Dead! challenges 
young people throughout the 
Diocese to tell us what God 
means to them in their com- 


munity, their church and their 
lives. We hope that God’s not 
Dead! will achieve a number 
of purposes: 

• Modelling young people at 
the heart of the church , not 
in a second hand way or 
through an adult interpreter 
as often happens; 

• Young people being excited 
and fired up about Sharing 
Life and not just waiting for 


it to happen to them; 

• Young People being 
enabled to express their pas- 
sion and spirituality. 

The Challenge 

We are challenging young 
people (aged 11-19) to pro- 
duce either a 5 minute video 
or audio ‘performance’ - 
their experience, thoughts, 
hopes, and vision in response 


to Sharing Life. Youth lead- 
ers will be key people in 
encouraging young people to 
get involved, but ultimately 
we want them to take a 
‘behind the scenes’, support- 
ing role enabling young peo- 
ple to create, produce, and 
edit their own performance. 

God’s not Dead! links in 
with the Diocesan Convention 
in High Wycombe in July (see 
centre supplement) and there 
will be a grand Gala Awards 
Evening on Friday 12 July. We 
have invited two celebrities to 
come and present the awards 
and there are top prizes to be 
won. We are negotiating trips 
to TV studios and there will 
be equipment to be won and 
the winners will play an 
important role in the 
Convention itself. * 

Youth Groups and young 
people have to register to be 
part of God’s not Dead! and 
publicity has been sent to 
youth groups across the 
Diocese. Why register? This 
will enable groups to gain 
access to the support and 


resources which are being 
put into place. Firstly, there 
will be a series of 
Roadshows happening 
around the Diocese in late 
February / early March. At 
these events we want at least 
two young people to come 
with their youth leaders and 
its here that the support 
packs will be available. 
These will contain informa- 
tion on judging criteria, 
resources for engaging 
young people in the key 
themes of Sharing Life, a 
fact sheet on how to make a 
video or audio performance 
and details of the profession- 
al training for young people 
which will be available. The 
closing date for entries will 
be 31 May 2002. 

So whether you have young 
people in a youth group, a 
choir, bell ringers or servers, 
why not encourage your 
young people to get involved 
and have their voice heard \f\ 
the Sharing Life debate. 
Andrew Gear 
Diocesan Youth Adviser 


Ann’s Veggie 
Aubergine Supper 

By cookery writer Ann Way 

I MADE up this recipe for my 
husband last week, and he 
loved it. The ingredients were 
all in my cupboard, but 
adjustments can be made if 
you haven’t got all the things 
I mention. Mushrooms and 
peppers could be used as well 
- but the nuts are essential! 



Ingredients 

One aubergine cut length-wise 
(half an aubergine per person) 
Olive or sunflower oil 
Half a stick of well stripped cel- 
ery (take all strings off) 

1 slice of Lemon, 1 garlic clove 
4 oz cashew nuts 

3 oz strong Cheddar cheese, 

2oz three sprigs fresh Basil (a 
tsp dried will do) 

2 oz three sprigs of fresh parsley 
Half slice of wholemeal bread 

1 shallot or small onion 
1 egg yolk. A good grating of 
nutmeg. Pepper and salt 
A good grating of parmesan cheese 
Quarter pint of tomato juice 
Tin of passata (or make your 
own tomato sauce 

Method 

Cut the aubergine in half length 
ways - scoop out the centre of 
this, leaving a lining about half an 
inch thick. Sprinkle each inside 
with a little salt and leave upside 
down on a plate to allow any but- 
ter juices to run out, while you are 
preparing the filling. 

Grate the Cheddar cheese, chop 
nuts and prepared celery, onion, 
garlic and herbs finely or use a 
food processor, adding the half 
slice of bread and the inards of 
the Aubergine and the egg yolk. 
Bind together with a dessert 
spoon of olive oil or sunflower oil, 
and the nutmeg grating. The 
whole mixture should be a nice 
finely chopped consistency. 

Take the aubergine halves, rinse off 
the liquid that has formed and 
squeeze a little lemon juice on each 
half. Brush with a little oil and then 
pile the filling into the aubergine 
boats. Pat it in firmly and then 
sprinkle the hump with some grat- 
ed parmesan cheese. Place in an 
oven proof container, oiled, pour in 
a quarter pint of tomato juice. A 
200ml carton is ideal for 1 
aubergine. Cook for about 45 min- 
utes in a medium oven until nicely 
browned with the cheese on top 
melted. I served it with new pota- 
toes and mint, some broccoli and 
some good thick home-made toma- 
to and onion sauce. 
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HENGRAVE HALL 

Programme of Events 2002 


22-24 February 

Lent Retreat: Gospel, Church and Society 

Revd David Deeks 

28 February 

Quiet Day: the Elusive Presence 

Fr Roger Spencer 

25 March- 1 April 

Holy Week and Easter: A liturgical observance 

(limited numbers) 

12-14 April 

Christian-Muslim Dialogue: Understanding our Common Roots 

Dr Zaki Badawi and Dr Philip Lewis 

22 April 

A Quiet Day with Music: From Isolation to Hospitality 

Susanne Jennings and Margie Tolstoy 


6 May 

Hengrave Hall Open Day 

30 May 

Quiet Day: Guarding the Holy Fire 

Philip Turner 

28 May - 4 June 

CARM Painting and Prayer Retreat 

Roy Hubbard and Val James 

5-7 July 

Jewish/Christian Weekend 

Rabbi Henry G oldstein and others 

16 August 

An Evening of Classical Music 

Professor Yfrah Neaman and members 
of his International Summer School 


Hengrave Hall, Bury St Edmunds, Suffolk IP28 6LZ Tel: 01284 701561 Fax: 01284 702950 
E-mail: programme@hengravehallcentre.org.uk Website: www.hengravehallcentre.org.uk 


30 September 

Quiet Day: Listening and Talking 

Anthony Faulkner 

31 October 

Quiet Day: Life Together 

The Hengrave Community 



1-3 November 

Exploring Doubt 

Canon and Mrs John Bowker 


6-8 December 

Advent Retreat 

The Rt Revd Tim Stevens, Bishop of Leicester 

12 December 
An Evening of Carols 

St Edmundsbury Cathedral Ladies ’ Choir 
Conductor Michael Bawtree 
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Arts 


BOOKS FILMS ART MUSIC 


Some pearls for Lent 

Lent is an opportunity for spiritual spring cleaning. Here are some books to help with the process 


f»t Book 
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Pearl Beyond Price: the 
Attractive Jesus by David 
Day (The Archbishop of 
Canterbury's Lent Book) 
HarperCollins £7.99 

‘If there is no quality in 
Christ which haunts us and 
draws us to him, why 
should we follow him at 
all?’ The writer helps us to 
look afresh at the ‘attractive 
Jesus’ of the Gospels, one 
who drew, and still draws, 
people to himself. We see 
him as the faithful friend, 
the generous giver, the 
boundary violator, the 
wounded healer, the cosmic 
Saviour. It is not a book of 
conventional neat answers 
but one which may stretch 
\ our minds and help us to 
gain new insight into famil- 
iar gospel passages, and a 
wider perspective on some 
difficult questions, e.g. on 
prayer (Do my prayers real- 
ly change the world?) and 
suffering (Why is there such 
an excess of pain?) He 
writes in a direct and lively 
style, sprinkled with refer- 
ences to books, films and 
TV programmes. Each chap- 
ter finishes with a brief 
reflection, a discussion topic 
and a prayer; so that it 
could be used with groups 
Its only drawback is its pur- 
ple and pink cover. 


Lord, where are you when it 
hurts f The Lord says , T am 
beside you. I am on the 
cross. I am feeling the pain 
with you. Nothing can sepa- 


rate you from my love' . 0 
Christ , by means of tears 
and sweat and blood you 
made a poem out of bitter- 
ness. You know that when 
we hurt we want to hide. 
yPe give to you our grief 
our fear, our anger, and our 
loss. Keep us from dry eyes 
and cold hearts, the numb- 
ness that cannot grieve, and 
the deadness that will not 
feel. And take our pain and 
make it something beautiful. 
A prayer from Pearl 
Beyond Price 
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Jesus Hope for Life (The 
Christian Aid/Hodder Lent 
Book 2002) edited by Paula 
Clifford Hodder £4.99. 

The general theme of these 
daily Bible readings (many of 
which are written by 
Christian Aid staff) is the 
hope offered by the Christian 
faith: love, forgiveness, 
removal of barriers, care for 
the poor and outsider. There 
is a short passage suggested 
for each day, from which one 
‘key verse’ is printed, fol- 
lowed by a brief comment, 
rarely more than a page and 
a half, and a prayer. Each 
week starts with a reflection 
on one of Jesus’ ‘I am’ say- 
ings in John’s Gospel. 
Throughout anecdotes from 
developing countries draw 
our thoughts to the needs of 
the wider world. 


God the disturber, in this 
time of Lent, the season of 
giving and sacrifice, teach us 
the true meaning of sharing. 
Thank you for what we can 
learn from those who by 
worldly standards have little 
to give, but who by the 
standard of your kingdom 
are wealthy indeed. 

A prayer from Jesus Hope 
for Life 


•DAVID WINTER 



IN THE 


Upper Room 


With Jesus in the Upper 
Room: Forty Gospel 
Reflections for Lent and 
Easter by David Winter BRF 
£6.99 

Jesus’ farewell words to his 
disciples the upper room, 
dewribed in John chapters 
13-17, have, as the author 
says, ‘a spiritual ... quality 
about them which marks 
them out from almost any- 
thing else in the Bible’. 

Starting with Jesus’ highly sig- 
nificant action of washing his 
disciples’ feet, we share with 
those disciples in his last teach- 
ing to them, taking a few verses 
each day (they are printed in 
full) and building up to the 
dramatic and spiritual climax of 
the cross and resurrection. The 
comments (about four pages per 
day) are always readable, help- 
ful and stimulating, and they 
finish with a question challeng- 
ing us to apply what we have 
read to our own situations. At 
the end there are suggestions 
for group discussion. 

Reviews by Clare Wenham 


Tt is good to sing praise to our God’ 



SOUL AND SPIRIT are a 

group from Moseley Road 
Methodist Church in 
Birmingham. They are made 
up of Carol Troupe, Joanne 
Smith and Sam Wilkinson. 
‘We love to sing, and often 
feel more confident singing 
about our faith than talking.’ 
The style of music is soul 
worship with beautiful acap- 


pella arrangements and har- 
monies. The album cover 
reflects the singers Afro- 
Caribbean background and 
cultural heritage, as well as 
pointing to Christ and the 
hope He gives us. 

To find out more or to buy a CD, 
contact J.C Distribution on 
01702 39222or see their website 
www.soulandspirit.co.uk 



AN illustration from Portraits 
of Jesus, Lent Study Guide by 
Selwyn Hughes and Michael 
Ashford CWR £4.99. A book- 
let for group use giving studies 
on six Bible characters, Isaac, 
Joseph, Esther; Mary, Stephen 
and John, who give us a pic- 
ture of Jesus’ work (hence the 
title), with Bible passages, 
prayers and discussion starters. 
It is illustrated with colour 
photographs taken from a 
church drama presentation. 


Saving lives with Tearfund 



clay in order to keep back the 
encroaching sea. There is a 
coloured OHP set along the 
same lines, a leader's booklet 
with ideas for church use, a 
booklet on global warming, 
a booklet on climate change 
and pollution, with some 
Bible passages for discussion, 
and an 'energy calculator' so 
that we can get a rough idea 
of how much energy we are 
using and how we can cut it 
down to help the world. 
Available from Tearfund, 100 
Church Road, Teddington, 
Middlesex TW1 1 ME, tel. 0845 
355 8355, email enquiry@tear- 
fund.org; www.tearfund.org 


BE A LIFESAVER is 

Tearfund 's latest resource 
pack (£9.99) produced for 
Tearfund Sunday (3 March), 
but suitable for use at any 
time by church groups or 
schools. Its theme is the envi- 
ronment: the weather is get- 
ting more unsettled, with dis- 
astrous effects on, for exam- 
ple, the poor of Bangladesh, 
and it is our fault. The pack 
includes a video with four 
short, very simple reports 
and some pictures to help 
meditation, all based around 
the lives of poor fishermen in 
Bangladesh whom we see 
struggling to shovel thick wet 


Way of the Cross 

On Good Friday it might 
be possible to place our- 
selves into that sad 
scene around the cross. 
With whom can we most 
fully identify? The for- 
given sinner, Mary 
Magdalene? The sorrow- 
ing mother, Mary? The 
friends and relatives who 
tried to give her support 
and sympathy? The 
beloved disciple, finding 
that in his great sorrow 
he was to be given a 
new responsibility? 
Although this looked 
like and ending, there 
were nevertheless the 
seeds here of the new 
life that was to come 
from the cross. 

Reflection on John 19:26 
to 30 from With Jesus in 
the Upper Room by 
David Winter 


Christian Travel 
Services Ltd 

THREE WONDERFUL TOURS 
Rome to Sorrento 
2-9 April 02 

Led by Rev Ken Morgan £749 

Footsteps of St Paul 
19-23 April 

Led by Rev Elsie Howell £899 

1 0 day tour to the Holy Land 
19-28 March 

Led by Rev Bob Allan and 
Vince Matherick £899 

Also why not write for our Christian 
Cruises to Greece and Turkey 
P.O. Box 29, Chard, Somerset, TA20 2YY 

Telephone: 01460 220566 


Christian Retirement 
Home Vacancy 

Accommodation is available on the ground 
floor of our small retirement home, with a 
Christian family atmosphere. 
En-suite facilities and a residential 
housekeeper are provided. 

Write or phone for details to: 

The Administrator, 

New Milton Christian Housing Ltd 
3 Whitefields Road, 

New Milton, Hants, BH25 6DF 

Telephone 0 1 425 63838.6 



Project Manager required for an exciting ground 
breaking new venture. 

The Beautiful Feet Project is a 

DETACHED YOUTH WORK 

Initiative in Englefield Green Surrey 

The successful applicant will be involved in: 

# Running and co-ordinating this new project 

# Reaching out with the love of God to the young people of 
Englefield Green. 

# Doing Detached Work on the streets of Englefield Green as well as 
in-school. 

Therefore the successful applicant will need to be: 

• A Skilled Leader and Motivator 

• Have a burning passion to communicate the Gospel both in word 
and action 

• Motivated / Enthusiastic / Imaginative / Creative 

For further information: 

01784 488000 Andy(a>e2w.org.uk 
12a High Street Wraysbury Middlesex TW/9 5DB 
e2w.org.uk 



Romans 

104J-15 












the Door closes 


Teaching in China 


Canon Simon Brown writes about his trip to 
China where he taught English, and offers an invita- 
tion to others to follow in his footsteps 


FACING a class of 26 Chinese 
middle school teachers of 
English in the city of Huainan 
in Anhui province in July last 
year. I am not sure who was the 
more terrified them or me! I 
was committed for a month! 

In the event it was one of the 
most rewarding experiences of 
my life. The students were so 
generous and keen to learn; the 
Huainan City Education 
Department did all they could 
to assist us, and background 
material was provided by the 
Education Department of the 
Amity Foundation. Amity works 
in partnership with the 
Government, local communities 
and the churches as a sort of 
indigenous Christian Aid. 
Among many other projects 
they set up the printing press in 
Nanjing in the early 1980s 
which has now produced over 
22 million Chinese Bibles. 

The need for books 

This was my fifth trip to China. 
Previously I have visited with 
the Friends of the Church in 
China. We have opportunities to 
meet with Christians in many 
parts of the country. This time I 
was helping with their Short 
Education Programme. We 
returned through Shanghai, and 
visited the new campus of the 
Shanghai Seminary. Here there 
is a new library, but a consider- 
able shortage of books. The 
Revd Su De Ci, a friend who is 
the Principal of the Seminary 
and the General Secretary of 
the China Christian Coun:il, is 
concerned to stock the new 


library and any offers of theo- 
logical books would be wel- 
come. 

The Church is growing 

The position of the Church in 
China is unique. It is struggling 
to relate to a population which is 
almost a quarter of the entire 
world population; it is post- 
denominational, so working on 
questions of Faith and Order 
which most denominations have 
settled centuries ago; it is work- 
ing in an atheist state where 
freedom of religious belief is 
enshrined in the Constitution, 
but where the requirement for 
religious bodies to register caus- 
es misunderstanding and divi- 
sion. The Church is growing at an 
enormous rate, but is unable to 
train pastors or lay leaders 
quickly enough to provide the 
leadership. In short, it is an 
exciting place to experience the 
life of Christ coming afresh. 

I have two requests and an 
offer. Firstly, if you might be 
interested in volunteering for 
the summer teaching pro- 
gramme, get in touch with me. 
Secondly, if you have theologi- 
cal books you would be pre- 
pared to give, could you send 
me a list, and I will forward it 
to Shanghai to let them 
choose what would really be 
valuable to them and thirdly, if 
your church or group would 
like to get to know more about 
the church in China, please 
contact me. 

Canon Simon Brown is the new 

Senior Executive Assistant to the 
Bishop of Buckingham and Diocesan 
Consultant to Deanery Development 



Young middle school teachers from Huainan and pupils of Simon Brown 



Berinsfield's happy landing 

Simon Hill tells the story of his lively church in an Oxfordshire village built on the site 
of a former World War Two American air base. Photographs: Frank Blackwell 



A FORTIETH birthday marks 
a watershed in anyone’s life, 
provoking questions about 
identity and sometimes the 
dreaded mid-life crisis. 

Towards the end of last year, 
happily with no signs of a cri- 
sis, the church in Berinsfield 
celebrated its 40th birthday. 
This was a landmark for us and 
I think that we all feel positive- 
ly that little bit older! 

Berinsfield is surrounded by 
many villages that trace their 
origins back beyond 

Domesday. It is both larger and 
newer than its neighbours and 
has had to work hard to earn 
its place in the area. The wor- 
shipping community in 

Berinsfield originally met in a 
hut but in October 1961 the 
present church was dedicated 
by Bishop Harry Carpenter. 

On that occasion, he said to the 
congregation: ‘Don’t use your 
new church just on Sundays. 
Make it a place for daily prayer 
and moments of quiet.’ 

The Anglican and Roman 
Catholic congregations that 
worship here have been trying 
to live up to that vision. What 
the church in Berinsfield lacks 
in longevity it makes up for in 
comfortable chairs and a warm 
welcome, generated not only 
by the heating but also by the 
vibrant congregations. The 
church is blessed with a very 
dedicated group of worship- 
pers who are actively involved 
in the life of the church, 

St Mary and St Berin, Berinsfield 
is part of the Dorchester Team 
Location: Village in South 

Oxfordshire built on the site of World 
War II American air base. 

Team Vicar: the Revd Simon Hill 
OLM: the Revd Jan Hiles 
Electoral Roll: 26 
Population: c 4000 
Services: 1st Sunday - 8.00am 
Holy Communion, 11.00am Family 
Service; 2nd Sunday - 11.00am 
Holy Communio; 3rd Sunday 
11.00am Family Communion; 4th 
Sunday 11.00am Holy Communion; 
5th Sunday Service in the Dorchester 
Team. Every Wednesday 9.30am 
Informal Eucharist 



whether for Sunday worship, 
or Lent and Advent Groups. 

Berinsfield is a thriving com- 
munity, fortunate enough to 
have many excellent facilities. 
Over the years strong links 
have been forged between 
church and community. The 
mission of the church is about 
seeing where God is active in 
the world and being with God 
there. 

In the last couple of years we 
have built on the longstanding 
links we have with the local 
Health Centre. We have had 
special services to mark the 
retirement of doctors and to 
give thanks for the Centre. We 
try to support each other in our 
common cause of healing. 

We are lucky to have very 
good links with the local coun- 
ty primary school which regu- 
larly brings children up to 
church. Up to 30 youngsters 
attend an after school Friday 
Club each week. We aim to 
channel their unbelievable 
amount of energy into activities 
usually focused around the 
week’s readings and then finish 
the session with a candle-lit 


time of silence with prayers and 
sometimes drama. This weekly 
worship is particularly impor- 
tant when many families do 
not find time for church on 
Sundays. The contact through 
school and Friday Club plays a 
vital part in ensuring that the 
children of our village feel wel- 
come in church. They are not 
abandoned once they reach 1 1 
as a Thursday Club runs in the 
evening for teenagers and occa- 
sionally the two clubs come 
together to produce drama for 
services. 

One of the ways in which 
Berinsfield is involved with the 
work of the wider church is by 
participating in the training of 
ordinands from Ripon College 
Cuddesdon. Students come on 
placements for three days a 
week, experience our worship 
and, through secular place- 
ments, share in the life of the 
community. The scheme is an 
opportunity for dialogue 
between a training institution 
and parish. Both sides are 
enriched by the experience as it 


helps the students to ground 
their study in the sometimes 
messy reality of parish life and 
encourages the congregation to 
participate in study and reflec- 
tion alongside the students. A 
good example of Sharing Life! 

Our photographs show members 
of the flourishing 'Friday Club' 
children's church; church leaders 
outside their church (left to right): 
Chris Hiles pcc 
treasurer, Angie Reeves, pcc 
secretary, Angie Bowden, 
sacristan, Simon Hill, the Vicar, 
Jan Hiles, Ordained Local 
Minister and organist Pamela 
Potterton; the Bishop of Oxford at 
the dedication of a new chasuble 
made by a local embroidery group 
to celebrate the church's 40th 
birthday; Berinsfield's information 
and advice centre with (left to 
right) Sue Hurley co-ordinator, the 
Revd Jan Hiles and Julia Allen, 
administrators. Our heading pic- 
ture shows the village war memo- 
rial formed from a World War Two 
aircraft propeller. 



“Lost Dreams” Retreat 

based on the book 
The Sacred Romance 
by John Eldridge & Brent Curtis 

“Combine the beauty of the surroundings and 
the hospitality of Littledale, with the sensitive 
truths of The Sacred Romance to find new ways 
to live life with renewed hope” 

Presented by 

Stuart & Wendy Rushton 
For the Littledale Trust 
Retreat Team: Rev Peter Catford/Keith 
& Charlotte Shackleton 

Dates: January 30 - 3 February 
March 6 - 10 May 15 -19 2002 

Contact: Booking Office, Littledale Trust, 
Littledale Hall, Nr Lancaster LA2 9EY 
Tel: 01524 770266 
e-mail Littledale@littledalehall.co.uk 
www.littledalehall.co.uk 


TAYLORS 

(OF OXFORD) 

ROBEMAKERS 

AND ACCESSORIES 

Clerical, Academic, Legal Wear and Robemakers 
109 COWLEY ROAD OXFORD OX4 1HU 

TEL & FAX (01865) 722022 

Cassocks # Collars # Surplices and Cottas 
• Albs # Stocks # Vergers and Preaching Gowns 
• Preaching Scarves # Stoles 
# Hoods # Girdles and Cinctures 
# Shirts and muc more 

ACADEMIC • LEGAL • CIVIC • ECCLESIASTICAL 



STRESSED? TIRED? WEARY? 

. OVERWORKED? 

^ BEWILDERED? 

FRUSTRATED? 
EXHAUSTED? 

SEEKING? 

Direction? 

DEPRESSED? 

If you can answer yes to one of these and 
are a Christian leader or minister Crocus 
may be able to help. 
www. crocusministries. org. uk 

Mease ring 01889-582650 
for a brochure 
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‘Having loved his own who 
were in the world, he loved 
them to the end’ John 13:1 

‘Jesus, knowing that the 
Father had given all things 
into his hands, and that he 
had come from God and was 
going to God’ . . . did what? 
Announced his divine identi- 
ty from the roof-tops? 
Invited their worship and 
honour? Asserted his author- 
ity over this collection of for- 
mer fishermen, tax-collectors 
and political activists? Far 
from it. He took upon him- 
self the role of the servant 
waiting on them, put on an 
apron, filled a bowl with 
water and began to wash 
their feet. In that way the one 
who had come from God 
and was going back to God 
showed them what it meant 
to share the divine nature. 
Presumably the disciples were 
waiting to see who was to 
perform this little courtesy of 
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welcome in an eastern home. 
Perhaps they looked at each 
other. All we have learnt of 
their attitude from the 
Gospels tells us that none of 
them would willingly volun- 
teer for this lowly role - had- 
n’t they argued about who 
would be the greatest among 
them? To wash the others’ 
feet would be a tacit admis- 
sion of inferiority, and that 
was something they were 
extremely reluctant to accept. 

Canon David Winter is a former 
Diocesan Director of Evangelism,a 
broadcaster and author of many 
books including Message for the 
Millennium (BRF). 


So Jesus did it. By that action 
he put into practice his saying 
that the first shall be last and 
the last first and that he ‘who 
would be chief among them 
must become servant of all. 
By it he also spoke to all his 
followers down the ages. The 
disciples of Christ are not to 
stand on their dignity, insist 
they are treated with respect, 
fight for their ‘rights’. That’s 
why the squalid little strug- 
gles for power in church life 
are scandalous - not because 
they cause divisions in the 
Body of Christ (though that is 
bad enough), but because 
they contradict the gospel 
itself. This example of Jesus 
teaches an important lesson 
in humility and service. It also 
tells us that we should never 
underestimate the power of a 
loving act, however simple. 
This is an extract from David 
Winter's Lent book, 'With Jesus in 
the Upper Room ( BRF £6.99) 






